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- . Mubarak meets 
\ - SPLA envoy 




CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosm Mubarak, who has 
pledged to mediate in Sudan’s 
dvfl war, met a representative of 
(be Sudanese rebels Tuesday, 
presidential sources said. Lam 
Akol, the number three comman- 
der erf the rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA), hand- 
ed Mubarak a letter from rebel 
chief John Garang, the sources 
said. 

Rifai on lecture 
tour fn U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Former 
Prune Minister Zaid Rifai Tues- 
day left for the United States cm a 
. three-week lecture tour, a source 
dose to the ex-prime minister 
said. Among the universities 
where Rifai is scheduled to 
'■ address students of graduate level 
V are Harvard University and the 
Univ e rsi ty of Boston, the source 
said. 

Sudan releases 
Reuter 

correspondent 





KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan re- 
leased Hamza Hendawi, Renters 
correspondent in Khartoum, 
Tuesday after four days in deten- 
tion. Hendawi, an Egyptian, said 
be was given no explanation for 
his detention by die army-run 
security service. Sudanese au- 
thorities have issued no statement 
on the case. He was held by 
security men at Khartoum airport 
on his return from Cairo last 
Friday. “I was in no way ill- 
treated and interrogated only 
once. Z was questioned about my 
personal life, professional con- 
tacts and in parrimlar about a 
story- I filed -last month on 
Sudan ese-Egyptian relations,” be 
said. Chi his release Hendawi, 33, 
was taken to the Egyptian embas- 
sy and handed over to Egyptian 
Cbnsnl General Ahmad Ragab. 
He was the second journalist to 
be held withont explanation by 
Sudan. Last month British jour- 
nalist Johan Ozanne, who reports 
for London's Financial Times and 
Sunday Correspondent, was held 
for eight days. 

Moscow reduces 
staff 

at Beirut embassy 

BEIRUT OR) — The Soviet Un- 
ion has cut the number of its 
diplomats in Beirut after threats 
by a group to attack countries 
involved in die mass exodus of 
Soviet Jews to Israel, diplomatic 
sources said Tuesday. They said 
the Soviet mission had sent tome 
some erf its diplomats and their 
families and bad asked remaining 
staff to minimise their move- 
ments. Their report followed a 
threat on March IS by the pro- 
Irfflrian Islamic Jihad for the li- 
beration erf Palestine (ULP) to 
attack airlines and offices in- 
volved in the exodus of Soviet 
Jews to Israel. A fire gutted the 
first floor of the Soviet embassy 
rawest Beirut Friday. One per- 
son was killed. 

Lebanese fighting 
kills two 


BEIRUT <R) — Forces fighting 
for control erf Lebanon's Christ- 
ian enclave battled with rockets, 
tanks and artiDery for three hoars 

Tuesday, tailing at least two peo- 
pfe. Security sources said the 
fighting between troops of rebel 
General Michel Aoun and nfliK- 
riamett of the Lebanese Forces 
(Lf) engulfed three residential 
areas of east Beirut. They said 
_ one 'of the combatants and a 
- woman civilian wore killed. 

Rockets kill 27 
, In Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Several 
rockets hit Kabul Tuesday, kfflmg 
27 people, Radio Kabul reported, 
-f. No group has claimed responsi- 
hffity for the attack, but the radio. 
: broadca* blamed U.S.-backed in- 
smgtnts, who have been fighting 
for 12 yean to topple the Com- 

wiuiwi jw i miwiimi N in Kab ul. 

•i ’’ The broadcast, monitored in Wa- 
- nohed, aki anct of the dead 

; were aboard a mini- bus that was 
htt wEth one of several rockets 
. that landed m a busy residential 
, v district Another 22 people were 
; injured in the rocket barrage, 

■ / reported Afghanistan’s of fici al 
flrfkj. 



UJf . Secretar y -Ccneral Javier Perea de Cnettar is received upon Ms 
nival ia Aqaba Tuesday by Deputy Prime Minis ter and Foreign 
Mini ster Marwan A1 Qasen (Petra photo) 


U.N. chief 
arrives 
in Aqaba 

AMMAN (Agencies) — The Un- 
ited Nations Secretory General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar arrived in 
Aqaba Tuesday cm a several-day 
private visit to Jordan in response 
to an invitation extended to him 
by IBs Majesty King Hussein. 

Perez de Cuellar, who is 
accompanied by Ms wife, was 
received upon arrival by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem, Jor- 
dan’s permanent re p res en ta ti ve 
to the United Nations Abdullah 
Salafa, the Aqaba district gov- 
ernor and the Aqaba Region 
Authority president. 

Hie Sing is expected to bold 
talks with the UJN. chief daring 
his stay here. High on the agenda 
for the frt lira are expected to be 
the Middle East peace efforts and 
the stalled Iran-iraq negotiations 
after eight yean of war. 

Gulf peace 

Perez de Cuellar is pressing for 
Iran and Iraq to accept his prop- 
osal for a two-month session of 
direct talks aimed at reaching a 
permanent peace settlement. 

In a report released Monday at 
the U.N., Perez de Cuellar cafled 
for leaden of both countries to 
give added political imp et us to 
the talks by incficatiqg to each 
other their sincerity to restart the 
valWf negotiations. 

The U.N. chiefs report on the 
U.N. Iran-Iraq bfifitary Observer 
Group also urged the Security 
Council to renew die mandate pf. 
the force established to monitor 


compliance with the Gulf war 
ceasefire and investigate viola- 
tions of the trace that took effect 
in August 1988. The current six- 
montfa mandate for the U.N. 
observer group expires at the end 
of Match, but its renewal is consi- 
dered a tontine matter. 

Perez de Cuellar said that dur- 
ing the past six months there was 


relative calm along the ceasefire 
fines and a significant decline in 
the n amber of major trace viola- 
tions. 

But the secretary-general said 
problems continue in an area 
northeast of Basra referred to as 
no man’s land. 

(Confemed on page 2) 


Arar expects extraordinary session; 
row with press remains unsolved 


By S a lam c h Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A royal decree is 
expected to be issued soon allow- 
ing for an extraordinary session 
for the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment as requested by the House 
in a memorandum to His Majesty 
King Hussein two days ago. 
House Speaker Suleiman Ajar 
said Tuesday. 

Arar said he expected the ex- 
traordinary session to begin after 
*Eid A1 Ktr , which marks die end 
of the Holy Month of Ramadan 
and said that the ex t rao r d in ary 
session was needed to allow the 
House to study various laws and 
issues. 

Nearly two thirds of the 80- 
member Lower House signed the 
memorandum, which was sent to 
the King last Saturday. The pre- 
sent session adjourned on Mon- 
day night in line with the constitu- 
tion which allows the first session 
to end no later than the end of 
March and a new session is not 
due until the end erf October, but 
a Royal Decree can convene Par- 
liament for an extraordinary ses- 
sion. 

The Lower House which was 


elected last November, Arar said, 
was able to make headway, thank* 
to dose cooperation between the 
legislative and executive author- 
ities. 

He said that the deputies had 
succeeded in winning public free- 
doms, release of political de- 
tainees, and return of seized pass- 
ports. 

Arar described cooperation be- 
tween the government and the 
Lower House as excellent and 
said that the government had 
responded favourably to numer- 
ous requests put forth by the 
House in economic, social and 
political fields. 

In Ms statem e nt to Petra, Arar 
did not comment on the row 
between the House and the press 
which ernpted Monday over 
a tta c ks by some deputies against 
Jordanian newspa pe rs which had 
published details of a “secret” 
parliamentary session last week. 

The row, which climaxed in a 
decision by all Jordanian news- 
papers to not cover the House’s 
Monday session in the four 
dailies, started when parliamen- 
tary correspondents walked out 
of the session and staged a sit-in 
at the House’s entrance to protest 


against the decision by a five- 
member investigation committee 
to seek prosecution of newspap- 
ers which published accounts of 
the “secret” session last Tuesday. 

Although the committee’s re- 
commendation did not gain a 
majority vote as required by in- 
ternal laws, 16 journalists walked 
out of the press chambers over- 
looking the floor after 31 de- 
puties, mostly Islamists, voted in 
support of the recommendation. 

The committee, comprising de- 
puties Nayef Hadid, Mohammad 
Alawneh, Fouad Khalafat, Abdul 
Mtm’em Abu Zant and Atef 
Btousb, recommended that the 
House refer the case to the pro- 
secutor general to prosecute 
newspapers and agencies which 
carried the session's delibera- 
tions. They died article 38-B of 
the press and publications law 
which bars publications from 
publishing secret House sessions. 

A1 Ra’i and the Jordan Tunes 
'Wednesday published details of 
the House’s dosed session which 
referred nine cases of financial 
and administrative corruption to 
the prosecutor general for inves- 
tigation and possible prosecution. 

(Contfcned on page 3) 


Army rounds up Lithuania 
deserters; fears escalated 


VILNIUS (Agencies) — Soviet 
soldiers Tuesday sto rme d two 
hospitals in Lithuania to seize- 
Red Army deserters, the first 
violent action by Moscow since 
the Baltic republic declared inde- 
pendence two weeks ago. 

Soviet authorities also dosed 
Lithuania to foreign journalists, 
diplomats and business men . 

Lithuanian President Vytantas 
Landsbergis sad he feared the 
roundup of deserters could pre- 
sage a fnll-scale mflftaiy interven- 
tion to crash the independence 
movement. 

“It is obvious feat the Soviet 
armed forces have bees given 
permission to use violence,” he 
said. 

Witnesses said some of fee 
deserters were beaten as they 
were taken from a psychiatric 
hospital in Vflntns, when they 
had taken refuge after their re- 
public’s parliament declared in- 
dependence on March 11. 

Blood was s pa tter e d on fee 
hospital's front steps. 

General Valentin Varennikov, 


commander of Soviet land forces 
in Lithuania, said 23 deserters 
were apprehended. He said fee 
deserters had become militants in 

the nationalist movement and 
were undergoing special training 
at one of fee hospitals. 

But Cedovas Stankavirios, 
assistant deputy chairman of 
Lithuania’s parfutment, called the 
raids barbarism. Landsbergis 
said they were “open acts of 
aggression.” 

In Moscow, Soviet Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Yuri Gre- 
imtekikh said all foreigners were 
bong asked to leave Lithuania 
and temporarily refrain from en- 
tering its territory. 

Diplomats had already been 
banned from the breakaway re- 
public late last week, and journal- 
ists outside Lithuania were told 
they could not travel here. 

Soviet Defence Minister Dimit- 
lyYazov said the deserters must 
be taken bade to their units but 
feat the crisis would be solved 
without force. 

“There has been no aimed 


action on Lithuanian territory... 
everything will be solved by 
peaceful means,” he said at the 
start of a visit to Paris. 

Landsbergis, speaking in V3- 
ntus, told reporters: “We raise 
this question on democratic na- 
tions — is the West once again 
willing to sell Lithuania to the 
Soviet Union?” 

A North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) spokesman said 
officials of fee 16 member states 
had discussed the crisis, but said 
only feat they hoped for dialogue 
between Moscow and the Lithua- 
nians in an atmosphe re free erf 
intimidation. 

Lithuanian Communist Party 
chief Algfrdas Brazauskas, who 
led fee party’s split wife Moscow 
in December, told the Soviet 
news agency Interfax be wanted 
to talk to Mikhail Gorbachev 
about the military occupation of 
Ms central committee building. 

“I did not think it was possible 
that crude armed force would be 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians, Israelis braced for 
Ramadan, Land Day protests 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinians threw petrol 
bombs and burned tyres in Jeru- 
salem Tuesday amid dashes in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
marking the start of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, police said. 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), in a new leaflet, 
tfedared Ramadan a month of 
jihad against Israel. It also called 
for a general strike Friday to 
mark Land Day. 

The Unified Leadership of fee 
Uprising called for a week of 
escalation starting Tuesday, lead- 
ing np to the March 30 
anniveisary of the 1976 killing by 
police of six Arabs in protests 
over land rights. 

Land Day should be “special 
day of dashes in which onr peo- 
ple and the heroes of onr strike 
forces will teach the settlers 
another lesson of the intifada,” it 
sod. 

Both movements seemed de- 


termined to use the anniversary 
to escalate the 27-mouth-oM uprising 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and surmount internal divisions 
and disfflusioaiDent. 

Israel lifted overnight curfews 
on the West Bank town of Jenin 
and the Dbdsbeh refugee camp 
near Bethlehem and relaxed the 
night curfew in the Gaza Strip. 

Violence began early when 
masked Palestinians threw two 
petrol bombs at Israeli motorists 
commuting to Jerusalem from fee 
settlement town of Maale Adu- 
nrim on a road feat is a site of 
frequent ambushes. 

The explosions caused no dam- 
age or injury. 

Teenagers later burned tyres in 
Arab Jerusalem's central 
Salahedtfin shopping street and 
stoned and overturned Israeli 
cars. Police fired in the air and 
detained several suspects. 

Palestxnans reported dashes in 
the northern West Bank city of 


Nablus, where troops dispersed a 
inarch by about 200 women. At 
least five men were shot and 
wounded, hospital officials said. 

In Beit Sahour, sooth of Jeru- 
salem, demonstrating high school 
students stoned soldiers, who 
shot and seriously wounded a 
17-year-dd youth in the head, 
Palestinians said. 

Clashes were also reported in 
Jenin. The army said it was 
.checking the reports. 

Israeli police cancelled leave 
and drafted some 2,000 reinforce- 
ments into Jerusalem to patrol 
the city Friday, when Land Day 
coincides with traditional Rama- 
dan mass prayers at A1 Aqsa 
Mosque. 

Security sources said that like 
last year, army and police were 
expected to place fee Gaza Strip 
under total curfew and bar 
Palestinians from leaving the 
West Bank or entering Jeru- 
salem. 


Leaders of the uprising said 
Monday fee two parties vying to 
form Israel's next government 
were both plotting to deny 
Palestinian rights. 

“The differences between 
Labour and Likud are nothing 
but tactical ones on how to deny 
our rights,” the unified lead- 
ership of fee uprising said in a 
leaflet. 

The underground leaders wel- 
comed fee fall of the Israeli gov- 
ernment as a sign of political 
crisis in Israel but said that both 
Labour and Likud opposed the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

“Hie true yardstick of any gov- . 
eminent's commitment to peace 
lies in its acknowledgement of 
onr people’s national rights and 
recognition of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) and 
fee international conference," 
fee leaflet said. 


Peres: Either me or polls 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Labour-Party leader Shimon 



Rabbi Biezcr Schach gestures emphatically during his speech in Td 


CAEU 
seeks to. 
reverse 
Kuwaiti 
move t& 1 
leave. 

By Sahuneh Ne*matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Conned of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) 
Secretary-general Hassan Ibra- 
him said Tuesday the council was 
seeking Arab mediation to con- 
vince Kuwait to reconsider its 
recent decision to withdraw from 
the council following claims that 
it was ineffective in f ulfillin g the 
purpose behind its establishment. 

Ibrahim said the coandl’s sec- 
retariat, winch is permanently 
based in Amman, has referred 
Kuwait’s request to withdraw to 
member states “so that they can 
look into It and initiate the 
appropriate contacts so feat 
Kuwait does not go through wife 
its decisions.” 

Ibrahim told the Jordan Times 
that Kuwait’s decision, if not 
revoked, would become effective 
after one year. 

Official sources said Kuwait’s 
decision constituted “a blow to 
the council which has been suffer- 
ing finandal difficulties for sever- 
al years as a result of shortages in 
funds.” 

The sources said the withdraw- 
al of Kuwait, along with its finan- 
cial contribution amounting to 23 
per cent of its budget, “puts the 
13-member council in a difficult 
situation which makes it difficult 
to continue the work for which it 
was established.” 

Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan 
Suleiman A1 Fassam told the Jor- 
dan Times that Knwati “had re- 
peatedly opposed the way budget 
shares were distributed among 
members and the failure of mem- 
ber states to fulfill their commit- 
ments.” 

Fassam confirmed feat upon a 
recommendation last week by the 
Kuwaiti ministries of finance and 
plannin g, the council of ministers 
decided to withdraw Kuwait from 
the coondl. 

Kuwaiti sources said the 
CAEU “no more serves the goals 
of Arab development” and that 
“its work has stated to dash wife 
the goals of the Arab Economic 
Council,’' an Arab League in- 
stitution. 

The sources contended the 
council “has failed to achieve its 
designed goals and has become 
full of profiteering and bureauc- 
racies which amount to a masked 
unemployment rather than pro- 
ductive offices.” 

The sources pointed out that 
the Arab League “is curren tly in 
the process of reconsidering 
several of its institutions wife fee 
aim of restroctnring them or sup- 
porting them after (Erecting cri- 
ticism against their work, indud- 
ing the CAEU.” 

(Confemed « page 2) 


Peres said Tuesday that if he fans 
to form a new government, he 
will push for early elections 
rather than give the rival Likud 
bloc a shot at putting together a 
coalition. 

Peres spoke a day after he 
failed to pick np a crucial en- 
dorsement from Rabbi Ebezer 
Schach, die spiritual leader of 
two small ultra-orthodox reli- 
gious parties. Labour needs die 
parties support to secure a major- 
ity in the 120-member parlia- 
ment. 

In his speech Monday night, 
Schach sharply attacked the cen- 
tre-left Labour Party, saying it 
had failed to keep Israel on the 
path of Judaism. 

Labour has severed fee link, 
severed itself from the Torah, 
from fee Sabbath and the past, 
fee 93-year-old Schach told 
12,000 cheering, black-hatted fol- 
lowers in a Td Aviv basketball 
stadium. 

Political analysis said Schach’s 
re marks made it unlikely feat the 
ultra-orthodox Degel Hatorah 
and Shas parties loyal to Schach 
would leave the Likud camp and 
join a Peres-led government 

Both Labour and Likud claim 
fee support of 60 members of 
parliament To break the tie, 
Feres needs to win over at least 
(me of the six legislators from 
Sbas and two from Degel 
Hatorah. 

“If it is true what the commen- 
tators are saying, we basically 
have to bold new elections,” 
Peres tokl Israel Radio. 

He added, however, that he 
would continue Ms efforts to form 
a new government 

Bat caretaker Prime Minister 


Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
said Tuesday that Israel’s political . 
leaders were «mlKng over forma- 
tion of a new government in an 
effort to gain time against fee 
Palestinian n prinmg in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“I expected this,” the PLO 
chairman told a news co n ference. 
“From the very beginning they 
are trying to win time.” 
Referring to Israel’s internal 
political turmoil following a no- 
confidence vote against Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
efforts by Shimon Peres to form a 
new government, Arafat said: 
“To resign car not to resign, to go 
to elections or not to go to elec- 
tions: This will continue, and in 
fee end we will raise our flag — 
the flag of Palestine on territory 
now held by Israel.” 

Arafat said after the news con- 
ference he thought Pores, who 
has i n d icated a willingness to 
begin some sort of dialogue on 
the Palestinian question, would 
win the Israeli power stnqgjje- 
“I think he will have a slight 
. majority,” he said. Asked if a 
Peres victory would make it 
easier to start peace talks, Arafat 


Any Monday 

Yitzhak Shamir, head of Likud, 
told reporters Tuesday that he 
felt Likud stood a good chance of 
forming fee next government and 
that he opposed early elections. 

“I don’t think ifshealtlty for a 
country to hold ejections in such 
short periods of time,” Shamir 
said. The last elections were a 
year and a half ago. 

Labour Party Chairman Micha 
Harish also issued a warning that 
new elections might be needed. 

“The mood in fee Labour Par- 
ty is — and this has been my view 
for some time — that if we get 
into deadlock... fee other option 
is to gp to elections,” Harish told 
Israel Radio. 

Peres has up to five more 
weeks to form a government. 

Harish said if Peres could not 
gain support from smaller parties 
to secure a majority in the Knes- 
set, Israel should hold its second 
national election in two years. 

“The Labour Party then pre- 
fers to give to the people of Israel 
the decision on what should be 
fee fixture of this country,” Har- 
ish said. 

The party chairman, reflecting 
the broad Labour centre, said 


gave a slight nod. “But I don’t 
want to say anything now,” he 
said. 

During fee half-hour news con- 
ference, Arafat criticised Amer- 
ican senators who last week 
adopted a resolution feat said 
Jerusalem is and should remain 
the “capital of Israel.” 

“This is one resolution, like 
other resolutions, that the Con- 
gress has been adopting without 
really studying as they should,” 
be said. 

“This is not a challenge for me 
only. Hus is a challenge for (U.S. 
President George) Bush, also, 
who said Israel should not have 
the right to settle new Jews in 
East Jerusalem as East Jerusalem 
is occupied territory,” Arafat 
said. 

Arafat said the United States 
was partly to blame for the flood 
erf Soviet Jews to Israel and fee 
possibility of them settling in the 
West Bank. 

The doors for immigration 
have been dosed for these immig- 
rants in America and in other 
countries, be said. 

Referring to fee revolt against 
Indian rule in Kashmir, which fa 
claimed by both predominantly 


voters would choose between 
starting peace talks with Palesti- 
nians or a continuing deadlock 
under a right-wing government 
beaded by Shamir. 

Labour quit Shamir’s broad 
coalition government two weeks 
ago because of his rejection of a 
U.S. proposal for talks wife 
Palestinians in Cairo. He was 
subsequently defeated in parlia- 
ment on die same issue. 

Labour has promised to begin 
fee Cairo talks quickly, hoping 
they would end the 27-moo th-old 
Palestinian uprising. 

Coalition negotiations could be 
called off any time there is a 
parliamentary majority for hold- 
ing early elections. The next reg- 
ularly scheduled vote is in the fall 
of 1992. 

In related development, 
politicians from the left and right 
found themselves in rare agree- 
ment Tuesday in anger over 
Schach’s remarks denouncing the 
secular life-style of kibbutzim, 
Israel’s communal agricultural 
settlements. 

Kibbutzim are held in high 


Hindu India and Islamic Pakis- 
tan, Arafat said the two countries 
were friendly neighbours who 
should find a peaceful solution. 

He said there was no compari- 
son between Kashmir and Pales- 
tine. Palestine, he said, is a 
“question of democracy, not reli- 
gion.” 

The PLO chief came to India to 
receive fee Jawaharlal Nehru 
Award tor Peace and Internation- 
al Understanding. The award fa 
named for India’s first prime 
minister. 

During his visit, Arafat met 
Prime MMistr V.P. Singh, whose 
National Front coalition govern- 
ment took office last December, 
and wife fee opposition Congress 
Party leader, ex-Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

On Wednesday, Arafat is to fly 
to Calcutta to meet Mother Tere- 
sa, winner of fee 1979 Nobel 
Peace Prize. In 1982, at fee height 
of the Israeli siege of west Beirut 
where Arafat and Ms fighters 
were trapped, the frail Roman 
Catholic non braved the war to 
rescue mentally retarded children 
from a hospital near fee front 
fines. 


(Continued on page 3) 

Arafat: Israelis stalling for 
time against Palestsinians 

NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 





t 


- V 


Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESO AY, MARCH 2S,1^96 


Muslims begin Ramadan 


CAIRO <R) — Muslims begin the holy month of 
Ramadan this week to meet one of the fire sacred 
tenets of Islam. 


“This is a holy month which 
require afi Muslims to take stock 
of their conduct. It is a period for 
repressing Inst and desire,” 
Minister erf Awqaf and Religions 
Affairs AK Faqir said in an eve- 
of-Ramadan statement Monday. 

More than half the countries of 
the Arab World began the annual 
fast Tuesday. Others wait for the 
sighting of the new mom and 
were expected to begin 
Wednesday. 

In some countries it is a time of 
great celebration, with feasts of 
delicacies replacing everyday fare 
when the daily fast is broken as 
the sim goes down. 

In Egypt, normally crowded 
streets turn eerily quiet during 
the day until a single cannon shot 
from the citadel in central Cairo 
echoes across the city to mark the 
end of the fast 

Streets lit with gaily-coloured 
lanterns fill with people feasting 
until die early hours. 

Just before dawn, men walk 

U.N. chief 
arrives in 
Aqaba on 
private 


visit 


(CootiMKd Aram page 1) 

Iran continues to flood por- 
tions of flie area, Perez de Cuel- 
lar said. Iran’s flooding near its 
southern front with Iraq led to, 
the deadliest shelling to erupt 
once the ceasefire took effect 
• The flooding tuns the marshy 
region into swampland, making it 
impassable to Iraqi tanks or 
armoured vehicles, U.N. military 
observers say. 

The U.N. chiefs report said 
international observers have pre- 
ventd renewed confrontation 
over tire flooding, bat Perez de 
Cheflar listed ft as a key concern. 

Moroccan mfawfan 

In Algeria earlier Tuesday, 
Perez de Cuellar said he had made 
progress in solving the 15-year- 
old Western Sahara dispute dur- 
ing a regional tour. 

“In a sense we have made a 
certain progress,” he told repor- 
ters after talks designed to adv- 
ance the holding of a referendum 
on the future of the former Span- 
ish colony, claimed by both 
Morocco and Algerian-backed 
Potisario guerrillas. 

“But there are still problems 
that we must try to resolve as 
soon as possible. It is a alow 
process.” 

Both sides have agreed to hold 
the refere ndum on independence 
or absorption into Morocco - 
under U.N. auspices, but they 
(fisagree on whether Moroccan 
troops, administrators and set- 
tiers should withdraw first 

Perez de Cuellar met Algerian 
President Cbadli Benjedkl Tues- 
day after earlier talks with 
Morocco’s King Hassan and Poli- 
sario Secretary General Moham- 
mad Abdul Aziz. 

The U.N. chief declined to say 
what obstacles remained or what 
the two sides latest positions 
were. 


the streets beating drams to re- 
mind people Co take that last sp of 
water, that last mouthful of food 
or last cigarette before the fast 
starts again. 

The fast is one of the five 
p ilfer * of Islam, along with a 
pledge to God and the Prophet 
Mohammad, giving alms to the 
poor, preying five times a day and 
makin g a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

North Yemen was the first Isla- 
mic country to announce the 
sighting of the new moon and 
along with South Yemen began 
Ramadan Tuesday. 

Saudi Arabia, home of the 
holiest Islamic shrines, also be- 
gan Ramadan Tuesday, along 
with Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, the 
United Arab Emirates, Jordan, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and 
Algeria. 

Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Oman, 
Turkey and Iran will start Rama- 
dan Wednesday. 

Morocco, the farthest west in 
the Arab World and always the 


last country to start, will begin 
Wednesday night 

Despite use of telescopes and 
the aid of astronomers to scan the 
sky for foe new moon, countries 
still cannot agree on foe start of 
Ramadan. Each country wants to 
right the moon for itself rather 
than accept what others see. 

Adherence to Islamic strictures 
during Ramadan varies from 
country to country. All practising 
Muslims deny themselves food, 
liquid, sex and cigarettes during 
daylight hours. Children over the 
age of eigh t are also required to 
fast. 

Offices tend to open later and 
dose earlier. Many cafes and 
restaurants dose daring the day. 
Nlghtdubs shot for the month. 

Enforcement also varies. In 
countries like Egypt individuals 
make their own decision on 
whether to observe Ramadan. In 
Saudi Arabia people can be whip- 
ped and jailed for breaking the 
fast. 

In Baghdad, President Saddam 
Hussein banned any form of open 
violation and imposed a round- 
the-clock closure of nightclubs, 
discotheques, bars and shops 
which sell alcohol. 


U.N. launches relief 
plan for south Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations has launched a $120- 
mfllion relief programme for 
more than four million Sudanese, 
bat still has to overcome objec- 
tions by rebels who have fooght 
the government for seven years. 

Michael Priestley, director of 
the U.N. relief programme Op- 
eration Lifeline Sudan, said Mon- 
day 104,000 tonnes of food was 
needed for about 4.5 million 
southerners displaced or affected 
by civil war. 

He told a conference in Khar- 
toum of government officials, the 
United Nations and donor na- 
tions that the operation would try 
to meet the needs of 2.23 million 
people in the sooth, 400,000 re- 
fugees in northern Sudan and 1.8 
milli on displaced in Khartoum. 

He said refugees in Khartoum 
were not catered for in the first 
phase of Operation Lifeline when 
some 107,000 tonnes of aid was 
delivered to the sooth in 1989. 

The Khartoum refugees had 
little access to schools, health 
facilities or drinking water, he 
added. 

He aid the amount of food to 
be delivered to the sonth had not 


been decided because the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) had objected to a U.N. 
proposal allocating more food to 
g o ver nm ent-held areas. 

The United Nations pro- 
visionally agreed with Sudan’s 
military junta to deliver 50,000 
tonnes to areas held by the gov- 
ernment, 26,000 tonnes to re- 
fugees in Khartoum, 16,000 ton- 
nes to rebel areas and to keep 
12,000 tonnes in reserve. 

The SPLA has told Priestley in 
Addis Ababa that it would not 
allow relief flights to the sooth 
until more aid was allocated to 
areas under its control. 

It said the conference in Khar- 
toum would be meaningless be- 
cause rebels could not attend, but 
said it was ready to discuss the 
distribution figure to get the relief 
operation underway before 
spring rains began. 

Priestley said he would soon 
meet the SPLA to seek its 
approval for the U.N. plan, 
which would include rebuilding 
schools and health centres and 
provision of cattle, water sup- 
plies, vaccinations, seeds, tools 
and fishing gear. 


Bush pays tribute to ADC 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — U.S. President George Bush has 
paid tribute to the American- Arab Anti-Discrimination Commit- 
tee (ADC) for its “outstanding job of serving Arab- Americans." 
In a message he sent to an ADC conference tins week. Bosh said: 
”1 am pleased to extend warm greetings to all those gathered in 
Arlington, Virginia, for the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee’s National Convention. My heartiest congratulations 
on your tenth anniversary. When the founding fathers esta b l is h ed 
this great union over two hundred years ago, they spoke 
eloquently of the dignity and worth of each individual and of our 
right to equality before the law. Abraham Lincoln reaffimed 
these principles at Gettysburg, when be reminded us of the 
precious heritage given to us when “our fathers brought fbrtif on 
tins continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedica t ed 
to the proposition that an men are created equal.” Today we' 
know that it is up to each of us to de m onstr a te that a nation “so 
conceived and so dedicated" can not only endure through the 
ages, but prosper as well. That is why your efforts to ahold the 
rights of Arab- Americans, and to eliminate prejudice, discrimina- 
tion, and stereotyping whenever they occur, are so important. 
Your organisation has done an outstanding job of serving 
Arab- Americans and p rom o t i ng- equal opportunity for all our 
citizens. During the past decade, your efforts to foster increased 
dialogue and cooperation between Arab and Jewish groups, both 
here and in the Middle East, have likewise refected great 
dedication and vision. I commend you for all you have done and 
encourage you to keep up your good work.” 



ftmny Carter 


Lebanese flock to embassies in 
biggest emigration wave of war 
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U.S. not 
pushing 
Israel 
enough 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Former President Jimmy 
Carter said Tuesday he does 
not think the United States 
has pushed Israel too hard to 
negotiate with Palestinians 
on a Middle East peace set- 
tlement. 

“I think our government 
ought to use its maximum 
influence — not pressure — 
in Israel and the other coun- 
tries as well to go to foe 
bargaining table to find 
peace,” Carter told reporters 
after e mer g in g from a 35- 
minute meeting with Presi- 
dent George Bush at the 
White House. 

The United States has been 
pressing the Israelis to open 
talks with the Palestinians. 
The Israeli coalition govern- 
ment recently fell, not long 
after Bnsh stirred a con- 
troversy by criticsing the set- 
tlement of Soviet Jews in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

M I think what President 
Bnsh has expressed is a policy 
that’s been 'Our governments 
... for the last 23 years,” said 
foe former president, just 
back from his latest trip to 
the Middle East. 

“I was very encouraged 
with this trip m spite of the 
uncertainty about the Israeli 
government,” Carter told re- 
porters. “I think that there is 
a general acceptance now 
that a comprehensive peace is 
not only necessary but I thmk 
inevitable." 

CAEU 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ibr ahim dismissed the charges 
and said the council was “at the 
forefront of Arab institutions in 
the field of Arab economic in- 
tegration.” He said the council 
“achieved many successes includ- 
ing foe decision to establish the 
Arab couunom market and orga- 
nising trade relations among 
member states and setting up 
joint Arab companies, in addition 
to establishing unions and issuing 
studies and research Which 
formed the basis for bilateral and 
multilateral agreements signed 
among Arab states.” 

Ibrahim said Kuwait’s contri- 
bution to foe council amounted to 
23.73 per cent of the annual 
budget ($218,000) and for the 
past four years, Kuwait did not 
pay its share of the budget. He 
said that if 1990 is included, 
Kuwait would have to pay $1.6 
mflfiou in arrears. 


By Diana Abdallah 

Reuter 

NICOSIA — “There is no 
more respect for human 
befogs. We are all treated Eke 
dogs in Lebanon. There is no 
more hope,” said Tony Aoun. 

Aoun, a 25-year-oki compu- 
ter science graduate is one of 
thousands of Lebanese who 
are leaving everything behind 
to seek new homes and a new 
life. Mostly in Canada and foe 
United Stoles, in foe worst 
wave of emigration in 15 years 
of civil war. 

“The war is m^iring crar chil- 
dren crazy, they deserve a bet- 
ter fife,” said Dalai Kayafi, 
waiting at the Canadian im- 
migration office in Nicosia. 

She ami 34 member? of her 
family want to leave Lebanon. - 

Lebanese university gradu- 
ates, students and families are 
crowding the U.S. and Cana- 
dian missions in Nicosia and 
the Syrian capital, Damascus, 
sometimes keeping nightlong 
vigils and waiting for days for 
their turn to apply for visas. 

Most say the past year of 
Lebanon’s worst-ever violence 
has destroyed their dream of 
peace for their country. 

Officials in Lebanon esti- 
mate that 400,00 people from 
all religious communities and 
political factions ont of a 
population of around three 


itrink m want to emigrate. 

Canada opened a temporary 
immigration office in Nicosia in 
May 1989 to deal with the rush 
of Ldbanese, who flock there 
in their hundreds every day 
and shuttle between Beirut and 
Cyprus for months to get a final 
answer to their applications. 

Exhausted and bored, they 
sit around tables in an under- 
ground car park converted 
into a waiting room, for their 
turn. 

They talk about their homes 
damaged in shelling, their 
fiiends who left before them, 
others who were IdDed in the 
violence and their reasons for 
aband o ning their country. 

Most don’t know what 
awaits them in Canada, but say 
they are so desperate they do 
not care. 

“At least there is water and 
electricity there. Our children 
won’t wake up crying because 
of the shelling,” said the chain- 
smoking Kayafi, as she told of 
the fi ghting and the killings in 
her Christian neighbourhood 
of Ashrafiyefa in Beirut. 

Hie surge in emigration 
caused alarm in Lebanon 
where the Maxomte Christian 
Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir has 
appealed to Lebanese to stay. 

The Maromte bishop in Cyp- 
rus, Butros Gemayei, warned 
that emigration “is not only 
draining the country of the old. 


bat also foe young'men and 

families . 

‘It is a shame that oar young 
Tiy n nsh to Cyprus ami sit 
there like those in a zoo with- 
out respect or dignity to get a 
visa,” he said. 

Bat many Lebanese say 
there is nothing left for them in 
tbeir country. 

“If they want os to say, foe 
least they could do is allow os a 
decent life,” said Aoun. 

Robert Orr, chief counsellor 
at the Qw»di*m immigration 
Office, said the office received 
about 200 applicants a day. 
Last month it issued 400 per- 
mits to Lebanese, mostly fami- 
lies. 

Western embassies are 
usually cautious about granting 
visas to Lebanese following 
terrorist attacks in Europe and 

the kidnap pin g and killing of 
foreigners in Beirut. 

For Lebanese, mass emigra- 
tion is not a new phe- 
nomenon. Hundreds of 
thousands left in 1860 after 
Woody dashes between foe 
country's Druse and Christian 
communities. 

Thousands left during World 
War I, swelling co mmuni t i es 
already established in Africa, 
Latin America and Europe. 

A deep economic crisis has 
also pr omp ted thousands to 
seek employment in Gulf 


cou nt ri e s. 

Young men ray they used to 
criticise their friends who felt 
before them, but an infer- 
{Tffkrian war which flared m 
January was the last Wow to 
any hopes they had for their 
country. 

Nabfl Baratart, a 22-year-old 
economics stodeot, said he de- 
cided to leave when he was 
beaten by militiame n of one 
Lebanese faction for sym- 
pathising with a rival group. 

“Our leaden have led as to 
destruction,” be raid. 

“I don't want to hang 
around in Lebanon to see 
whether I will survive or not," 
said a 26 -year-old man sur- 
rounded by a group of contem- 
poraries who nodded their 

approval. 

“Our society has disinte- 
grated, there is no place any- 
more for young educa t ed peo- 
ple... I am 26 years old and 
have not yet achieved anything 
in my life,” be added. 

“We stayed thmlniig we will 
get a chance to rctxnld our 
country, but h was like loving a 
woman who did ev e ry thing in 
her power to drive you away,” 
another man said. 

“At least when you work 
hard and you build a house and 
a business, you know you 
won't be destroyed by sheUfog, 
They will last." 


Hungarian airline stops flights to Beirut 


BEIRUT (R) — Hungary’s state 
airline Mafev suspended Sights to 
Beirut after threats by pro-Ira- 
nian Muslim extremists to attack, 
airlines carrying Soviet Jews to 
Israel, airport sources said 
Tuesday. 

They said Malev told author- 
ities at Beirut International Air- 
port that its flights to the 
Lebanese capital were halted un- 
til further notice. Malev gave no 
reason for its action. 

The sources said they believed 
Malev acted in -response to 
threats last week by the Islamic 
Jihad for the liberation of Pales- 
tine (ULP), believed to be bold- 
ing t hr ee Americans hostage in 
i Lebanon, to attack airlines taking 
Soviet Jews to Israel. — - 


Malev insisted Monday it 
would not reverse its decision of 
last week to stop transporting 
Soviet Jewish emigrants to Israel 
via Budapest because of foe 
th reat*. 

The ULP, one of several Ira- 
nian-backed underground ShPfte 
groups suspected of holding 17 
Western hostages in Lebanon, 
have vowed to prevent the mass 
exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Arabs fear many of foe immig- 
rants will settle in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, where Palestinians want to 
create their own state. 

Israeli officials, expecting 
100,000 Soviet Jewish imm igrants 
this year and as many as 750,000 
over die next five or six years, . 


have been ext rem ely concerned 
at the virtual closure of Budapest 
as a transit point. 

There are no direct flights be- 
tween Israel and the Soviet Un- 
ion, and Budapest is foe major 
connection point. 

Malev said Tuesday it was dis- 
cussing with Soviet and Israeli 
airlines how to soften the impact 
of its ban on flying Soviet Jews to 
IsradL 

Ferenc Urban, Malev 's 
marketing d ir ector , said the air- 
fin e was sticking to last week’s 
decision to impose the ban. 

But he said Malev was ready to 
provide ground support to the 
Soviet carrier Aeroflot and 
-farad’s El AI in Budapest. 

“Negotiations are under way at 


the moment, fa’s very important 
few us to have such a mess cleared 
up,” Urban said. 

“The suggestion fa that they 
have to solve the problem, 
through Budapest if ' possible... 
but we would help in this with 
ground-handling, process in g and 
so cm,” he said. 

He confirmed Malev had sis- „jj 
pended flights to Beirut but said 
foe decision was pr o mp ted by 
lack of security in Lebanese airs- 
pace. 

Poland offered Monday to in- 
crease its flights to Israel to 
accommodate Soviet Jewish 
emigrants and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has also 
pledged to And alternative 
routes. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


Soviet plane crashes in Kabul 

MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet transport plane crashed Tuesday as it 
approach ed Kabul airport in Afghanistan, TASS news agency 
said. The Dyushin-76 Aeroflot, carrying nou-nriHtaiy supplies, 
crashed about noon, the report said. The fate of the crew was not 
known. 

Thai police arrest murder suspect 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai police Tuesday arrested a Thai Muslim 
suspected of involvement in the murders of three Saudi diplomats 
here on Feb. 1. National police chief Sawaeng Hnrasawat said 
witnesses identified Sochart Herein as being one of the gunmen 
who shot Saudi consul Abdullah Al Besri and two embassy 
officials outside their Bangkok residences. Sawaeng told reporters 
that Herabi, a Muslim from southern Pattani province near the 
Malaysian border, had given himself up to police after being 
tailed by investigators for several weeks. The arrest was the first 
breakthrough in the case. Thai police have yet to establish the 
motive for the killings. Sawaeng said police wens tracking more 
suspects but declined to give details. 

Chad reports border attack 

N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad said Monday Libyan-backed guerril- 
las attacked two government garrisons on the eastern border with 
Sudan. A statement issued after an emergency meeting of the 
cabinet chaired by President Hfaseoe Habrc said “Libyan Islamic 
Legion” forces attacked the villages of Bahai and Tine, near the 
Chadian town of Bfltine Sunday. It gave no details of casualties 
nor of the size of the invading force, but said fierce fighting was 
continuing. The statement also accused Sudan of “siding with foe 
enemy? and vowed to destroy “all bases of foe Islamic Legion and 
Libyan mercenaries.” Chad recently accused members of the 
Islamic Legion of fighting with Chadian troops near foe wes tern 
Sudanese province of Darfur. Chad and Libya have fought several 
wars over a stretch of desert seized by Tripoli in 1973. They 


agreed in August 1989 co settle their daun to foe Aonzou Strip 
within a year. 


S. Yemen, Oman to sign border pact 

ABU DHABI (R) ; — Sooth Yemen and Oman will soon sign an 
agreement to demarca t e their borders, and a frontier pact with 
Saudi Arabia was also possible. South Yemen’s ambassador to 
Muscat was quoted as saying. The United Arab Emirates 
newspaper Al Khaleej reported Tuesday Mohammad Omar 
Basaad as saying most major di f fe ren ces were resolved during 
President Haider Abu Baker Al Atlas's visit to Oman in October, 
1988. “The near future will see the final « gn*ug of a border 
agreement,” the ambassador was quoted as saying. South Yemen 
also has a longstanding border dispute with Saudi Arabia but 
Basaad said a solution was possible, “if there are good intentions 
based on mutual respect and ncn-mterfereoce in each other’s 
internal affairs,” he said. 


Ethiopian rebels to release six Cubans 

KHARTOUM (AP) — An Ethiopian rebel group has agreed to 
release six Cuban medical work e r? it captured in January during 
fighting with Ethiopian government troops. Foreign Minister Afi 
Sahloul said. In a press statement issued Monday, Sahioul the 

Sudan e se government had succeeded in naming the release of 
the Cubans being held by the Oromo Liberation Front. He gave 
no information about foe condition of the Cohans nor when or 
where they would be released. The six medical workers were 
reported m ass ing in early January. The Cuban embassy in 
Ethiopia said four of theca were token prisoner by FriMoprn 
rebels and Sudanese army troops alleged to have been awfing 
them. It said it did not know what happened to the other two. The 
embassy said they disappeared during fighting around the western 
town of Asasa near Ethiopia’s border with Sudan. 
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Win some, lose some; you can’t please all the people all the time 


Parliament adjourns after winning freedoms 


By Rant Sabbagh 

Renter 

AMMAN ’—Jordan's new 
pa rliame nt went into recess 
Tuesday after four months in 
- which it consolidated democra- 
tic changes but disappointed 
voters- who thought it could 
wade economic miracles. 

“People want freedom but 
they also want economic recov- 
ery and progress,’* Arab 
nationalist deputy Salim Zoubi 
told Reuters. “Many of them 
feel democracy has not 
brought them either. They arc 
wonted by rising food prices 
and our inability to help.” 
Lower House Speaker Sulei- 
man Antr said the assembly 
had asked His Majesty King 
Hussein to convene an extraor- 
dinary session after the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, which be- 
gans Tuesday, to catch up on a 
backlog of work on legislation. 

The 80-seat House, domin- 
ated by Muslim fundamental- 
ists, was chosen in November 
in Jordan’s first parliamentary 
elections in 22 years. The King 


agreed to elections after April 
price riots showed people bad 
lost confidence in die govern- 
ment. 

The new House has per- 
suaded the government to 
grant many of the political 
freedoms demanded during the 
e le ction campaign, and in re- 
turn has backed an austerity 
plan agreed with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Last week the House opened 
the sensitive dossier of govern- 
ment corruption and many de- 
puties say they want to pursue 
their investigation no nattw 
where it leads. 

Prime Minister Mndar Bad-, 
ran has accepted the assem- 
bly’s request to refer nine state 
contracts to the public pro- 
secutor. 

In a bizarre twist. Parlia- 
ment turned cm the local press 
for reporting the proceedings 
of a secret bouse session in 
which the nine contracts, and 
19 others also under review, 
were named. 

For the last two days local. 


journalists have refused to cov- 
er parliamentary affairs in pro- 
test to the critidsm. 

Dupnties interviewed by 
Reuters said the performance 
of the new Parliament was 
reasonable but much had yet to 
be done. 

“Given our short life span,' 
we have achieved a lot since 
November,” said Deputy Tab- 
er A1 Masri, a former foreign 
minister. 

“Apart from (pro g ress on) 
freedoms, Parliament has man- 
aged to act as an independent 
branch of power in lme with 
public deaMods” he said. 
“Now we have to focus on 
setting up political parties and 
try to improve our perform- 


Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
spokesman for the 22-member 
Muslim Brotherhood Bloc, 
said social changes, as well as 
legislation and democratic 
freedoms, were needed to re- 
move deep-rooted corruption 
and administrative abuse. 

“But the changes are in the 


right direction because demo- 
netisation will help solve many, 
of our problems,” he 

Since December the govern- 
ment has removed work and 
travel bans on political activ- 
ists, retained confiscated pass- 
ports, freed political detainees 
and eased controls on die 
media. 

It has promised to soap 
Martial Law, imposed in 1967, 
by June, and to abolish a 1985 
defence law which gives secur- 
ity officials wide powers. 

Eng Hussein has promised a 
national charter that would set 
guidelines for multi-party poli- 
tical life and officials say be 
win soon appoint a Royal com- 
mission to write it 

Parliament has found it 
easier to win political conces- 
sions than to come up with 
solutions to economic difficul- 
ties. 

Jordan is struggling with an 
$&-billion foreign debt, 20 per 
cent unemployment and infla- 
tion of 26 per cent in 1989. 

“The problems challenging 


ns cannot be solved in four 
months,” said leftist deputy 
Deeb Marji. ‘‘Parliament, gov- 
ernment, regime and people 
are aD in the same boat.” 

Some deputies said the abs- 
ence erf political parties and the 
inexperience of some members 
made debates clumsy, and 
complained that they had do 
money to hire research staff. • 

The Parliament devoted 
much time to debates on 
whether to vote confidence in 
the go v e rn m ent and the 1990 
budget, but passed relatively 
little legislation. 

“Some deputies who never 
held a political or administra- 
tive position understood demo- 
cracy as tiie right to say any- 
thing without regard to foe 
consequences,” said Par- 
liamentary Affairs Minister 
Abdul Baqi Gammo, a deputy 
since 1956. 

“But deputies are gradually 
acquiring experience, feeing 
reality and unde manding that 
their role is limited to legisla- 
tion,” he said. 



The Lower Boose of Fferitawnt, elected Nov. 8, Im 
towards addrciRing the root problems of foe notional 


headway hi whoring poblic freedoms but Ule bos been achieved in foe way of p oi H a i m uHny action ■ 


schools, civil centres 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Urban 
Development Department 
(UDD) Tuesday signed two 
agreements with local .construc- 
tion films worth JD 2,114,342 to' 
cany out construction work ax 
Raseifa and Aqaba. 

UDD Director-General. 
Hbham A1 Zagha said that one of 
the projects at Rnseife entails 
btnkfing several schools totalling 
an area of 15,800 square metres, . 
a health centre of 510 square 
metres, a civil defence centre of 
1,155 square metres and a com- 
munity centre ot 510 square 
metres. 

He said that the projects at 


Ruscifa were expected to be com- 
pleted by tiie end of 1990. 

The second agreement covers 
work at the Sballalch district in 
Aqaba where a boys’ school wiB 
be built with an area of 3,150 
square metres, a project which 
will be completed by the middle 
of 1991, Zagha said. 

“The UDD carried out a hous- 
ing estate at Rnseife in 1988. It is 
now inhabited by 15,000 residents 
who wfll benefit from the schools 
and the other projects,” Zagha 
said. 

Za gha and the managers of the 
two construction firms signed the 
agreements at the UDD head 
office in Amman. 


Qasem, Abed Rabbo 
discuss developments, 
Soviet immigration 


national news in brief 

King receives cables of good wishes 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty Eng Hussein Tncs day rec eived 
cables at the start of the fasting month of Ra mad a n , wndnng him 
-comiiraed good health and happiness and tiie Jordanian people 
finftex progress and prosperity. The cables came from Eng 
Husan of Morocco, Sultan Qaboos of Oman, Egyptian President 
Hum Mubarak, United Arab Emirates President Zayed Ben 
Srfhqi ft) jq.ifyn, Emir of Qatar Sheikh Kh a lif a h Ben Hamad A1 
Thu, Mattvet Piwktent Mamoan Abdul Qayyoum, Iraqi Pwjknt 
Saddam Bn— « i, Syrian Preodest Hafez Al Assad Nortfe Yenwn 
President Ah' Abdullah Saleh and South Yemeni President Haidar 
Aba Bakr A1 Attas. 

Mheilan announces new measures 

AMMAN (Petra) — The chief Ts fa tmi c justice office a nnounced 
Tuesday that it had embarked on measures to implement foretfives 

agSBsaaaSteSsSSs 

and ofeer religious court members. A statement 

Mht-tfem rfrwwv* « series of me eti ngs designed to prepare the way 

for wring a periodical on Muslim issues and orgamsmg semmais to 

would be dealing with family matters and religion. The (gee will 
toon issoe alretKlbook about various Islamic tew applications and 
res earch in rehgkms fields. 

i HIM In accidents In 1 week 

AMMAN (Petra) —Three people were killed 
according to police. 

Soviet ship docks with 750 tourists 

^^tSiSonawedt^viritto^«»mfry^Jhc^^yof 

SSaad Antiquities has prepared a rccreatl ^^^rf 
for the visitors at Aqaba and other tramt areas. The Muristtyof 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
Tuesday held talks with Pales- 
■ tine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
on the latest developments in 
the Palestinian problem and 
foe consequences of Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Israel- 
and the occupied t errito ries. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Qasem re i terated 
Jordan’s fufl support for the 
PLCs efforts to regain the 
legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nian people, indtadmg the right 
to sftf-detieimmation. 

Abed Rabbo, bead of the 
Department of I nforma tion of 
tiie PLO, is on a visit to Jordan 
for talks on coordination in the 
information strategies of Jor- • 
dan arid the PLO. He told the 
'Jordan Times Monday that 
. agreement had been reached cm a 
four-point plan of action in tins 
regard. 

EGs Majesty Eng Hussein 
received Abed Rabbo Mon- 
day. The -PLO official deli- 
vered a message from PLO 


Chairman Yasser Arafat to foe 
Eng and voiced appreciation 
of the cooperation in the. fields 
of information, and culture 
-between Jordan and the FLO. 

In the meeting, Abed Rabbo 
conveyed to the Eng the 
Palestinian people’s pride in 
Jordan’s democratisation pro- 
cess and said that he felt that 
foe process was also appreci- 
ated by the entire Arab World, 
Petra reported. 

Abed Rabbo, who is accom- 
panied by two other officials 
from the PLO’s Department of 
Information, has already held 
talks with Depnty Prime 
Minister* and Interior Minis- 
ter Salem Masa’adefa, Informa- 
tion Minister Ibrahim Izzeddin 
and Minister of Culture 
Khaled A1 Karaki. 

The Jordan-PLO coordina- 
tion in information, primarily 
aimed at influencing Israeli 
public opinion in favour of 
peace and strengthening foes 
27-monfo-old Palestinian up-- 
rising in the occupied territor- 
ies, came upon the initiative of 
the Kingdom. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday presents a 
Jordanian artist, with an award as part of the 


Jordan Artist Association's efforts to honour foe 
Kingdom's artists (Petra photo) 


Jordan honours artists 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
.Queen Noor Tuesday patronised, 
la ceremony held by foe Jordanian 
Artists Association (JAA) on the 
occasion of the International 
Theatre Day to honour pioneer- 
ing artists in Jordan. 

Addressing the celebration, 
JAA President Mahmoud A1 
Ziyoudi reviewed the develop-, 
ment of the theatre in Jordan and 
noted the great contributions 
made by Jordanian artists to va- 


rious Arab artistic festivals. 

Ziyoudi called for approving 
the JAA's law after endorsement 
by the Parliament He also called 
for covering Jordanian artists 
with medical insurance, social 
security and pension schemes. 

The celebration included a 
pantomime performance in hon- 
our of the Queen. 

At the end of foe ceremony. 
Queen Noor presented certifi- 
cates of appreciation and awards 


to 22 pioneering artists, including 
the parents of two deceased 
artists, in recognition of their 
.contribution to foe advancement 
of theatre m Jordan. 

The ceremony was attended by 
the information and culture 
ministers, and foe chairman and 
members of foe JAA. 

To mark the occasion, the 
Ministry of Culture will organise 
a play at Usama A1 Mashini 
Theatre Wednesday. 


Facilities ACC to establish 
in place holding company 


Peres: 
Either me 
or polls 

(CoatinBcd from page 1) 

esteem In Israeli society. 

“There are kibbutzim that 
don’t know what Yon Kippur is 
or the Sabbath... and they raise 
(non-kosher) rabbits and pigs," 
Schach said Monday night. “Do 
they have any links with their 
forefathers?” 

Feres Tuesday defended foe 
Idbbutzim, who constitute the 
core of Labour support, even 
though he muted his critidsm of 
Schach in an apparent effort not 
to alienate the rabbi. 

“This is not the sum total of 
what the kibbutzim have done in 
this country,” Peres said, refer- 
ring to Sdutcb’s remarks. “They 
built the land, they settled it...” 

Yossi Sarid of the leftist 
Gtizens Rights Movement 
argued that ultra-orthodox Jews, 
most of whom are exempt from 
army service, have done little for 
Israel. 


in place 
for transit 
pilgrims 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs AM A1 
Faqir returned to Amman Tues- 
day following a visit to Turkey 
where be discussed matters re- 
lated to fadMties offered to Tur- 
kish Muslims on their way to 
perform pilgrimage in Mecca 
through Jordan. 

The Turks are usually housed 
at a pOgrims camp near the north- 
ern border city of Ramtha upon 
their arrival by land from Syria. 
The camp has been provided with 
all essential services. 

Faqir said in a s tatement upon 
his return that he signed the 
minutes of an agreement with foe 
bead of religious affairs in Turkey 
providing for administrative and 
health services for the Turkish 
pilgrims upon through 

Jordan. 

“In return for these services 
and the assignment of a plot of 
land for Turkish vehicles to park 
on, the Turkish government wfll 
pay JD 4 for each Turkish pilgrim 
and pilgrims from Turkey could 
be boused at the pilgrims camps 
in Ramtha on Maan,” Faqir said. 

“In addition the Jordanian au- 
thorities will provide facilities for 
foe medical missions accompany- 
ing ‘the Turkish pilgrims at foe 
two camps and will refer cases if 
need be to Jordanian hospitals, 
with foe cost of the medical treat- 
ment to be covered by the Tur- 
kish government,” A1 Faqir said. 

As for Turkish pilgrims travell- 
ing by air, the minister said dis- 
cussion with the Turkish officials 
covered foe prospect of trans- 
porting the pilgrims aboard the 
Royal Jordanian planes, but 
further discussion was needed on 
tins project. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Participants 
in the third conference of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) chambers of industry, 
concluded a three-day meetings 
in and adopted a number 
of decisions aimed at enhancing 
industrial cooperation among foe 
four ACC member states — Jor- 
dan, Iraq, North Yemen and 
Egypt. 

The conference, which was 
chaired by Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, chairman of the Higher 
Council of the ACC Federations 
of Chambers of Industry and 
president of Amman Chamber of 
Industry, approved the formation 
of an ACC holding industrial 
company and endorsed the 
amendments proposed to its sta- 
tute. 

Participants also called for 
enacting a unified Arab invest- 
ment law for encouraging invest- 


ment in the four countries. To- 
wards achieving this end, foe 
conference has set up a five- 
member committee, grouping 
representatives from the four 
ACC states. The committee was 
entrusted with studying the in- 
vestments laws in the four respec- 
tive countries and working out a 
unified law that will be applicable 
to these countries. 

The conference also approved 
the convening of a specialised 
symposium on promotion and de- 
velopment of exports in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations 
C o nfe re nce on Trade and De- 
velopment (UNCTAD). The 
symposium will be held in Am- 
man from Sept. 17-22. 

The conference also decided to 
hold an Arab industrial confer- 
ence for foe ACC countries in 
Baghdad before the end of 1990. 


Palestine envoy slams 
Soviet Jewish immigration 


ZARQA (Petra) — ■ Palestine 
Ambassador to Jordan A1 Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim delivered a lecture 
in Zarqa Monday. In the lecture 
be tackled the question of Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Palestine, 
describing it as part of a Zionist 
plan to evict the Arab population 
of Palestine and settle Jews in 
their place. 

The lecture was delivered in 
the coarse of a Palestine National 
Week designed to gather support 
for the Palestinian uprising in foe 
occupied territories. 

“The occupation authorities 
pursue plans to flood foe Arab 
territories with Jews and set up 
settlements to absorb them,” 


Abdul Rahim said. 

“The intifada, now in its third 
year, has succeeded in adversely 
affecting foe Israeli economy 
which is heavily supported by the 
United States,” be said. 

Calling for further support for 
foe Palestinian people under 
Israeli rule, the ambassador said 
the Palestinians hope they can 
return to theii homeland in Pales- 
tine and set up an independent 
state. 

The ambassador praised Jorda- 
nian- Palestinian relations and His 
Majesty King Hussein’s support 
for the endeavours of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 


Arar expects extraordinary session 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tiie listed 
rime and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 


it WwMhHfan of tSmotu- mtists Arfi A1 Hamad ad Ibrahim A1 
Nabahneh at the Hnmh g Bank Complex. 
t k Art exMbitiam by seven Ira# artists at AbdalHaosced Shaman 
Founda ti on (10 ui. - 5® p.BL) 

* Art fiiMhMoa entitled ‘‘Spanish co nt e m porary engravings” at 
the Royal Cuttand Centre. 

it Art by Ahmad Nawash at foe French Caftnral 

Centre. 

fr The sp ring ThPdrtna of B*nl Hamlda women’s wearing project 
at foe Ban! HamMa Home - Jabal Amman, Rainbow Street 

* ExfaSMtten ef parin gs by tenm Taatawi at AHa Art GaQery. 
it BtMiUkn la iMlI m lta and paintings at ‘Ai girls charitable 

society. 


it Arabic cfe&dres’s play entitled “Al Sbahed” (the witness) at foe 
Royal Cnttnl Centre — 4*0 pjm. 


it Seminar entitled “Clime and Society” at foe Royal Callnral 
Centre — &30 pun. 


(Confined Grom page 1) 

Other newspapers followed suit 
Thursday. 

Information Mi niste r Ibrahim 
Izzedin, who was not present at 
the House Monday, arrived later 
during the sit-in and asked jour- 
nalists to return inside to cover 
the session. He argued that in- 
stead of boycotting the session, 
“You can write about it.” He said 
that despite the committee's re- 
commendation, “there is nothing 
that calls for abandoning the ses- 
sion. This is democracy and you 
should lobby for your rights.” 

Deputies Fakfari Kawar, Salem 
Zoubi, Laith Shbeilat, Taber 
Masri, Ahmad Owekfi Abbadfi, 
Hbham Shanxi, Fares Nabulsi 
and Mohammad Aleim and 
Minister of Labour and Deputy 
Qaseem Obeidat abandoned the 
sessira white ft was m progress to 
try to mediate foe re t ur n erf jour- 
nalists or to inquire about the 
cause of tiie protest Arar also 
left the session to address the 
problem. 

Arar said that the c o mm it te e 
proposed to refer the case to the 
prosecutor general after foiling to 
discover the sources that leaked 
tiie Informati on. He «iH that “as 
kmg as the (press and publica- 
tions) tew is in place, anybody 
can seek prosecution of the press. 
Tins is a variation of tire House’s 
decagons and the law must take 
its course.” 


Two proposals, one by Deputy 
Abdullah Ensonr suggesting that 
the House issue a press statement 
ex p ressing “dismay” at the pub- 
lication of secret session delibera- 
tion, and another by Deputy 
Fakhri Kawar to abandon die 
investigation, failed to gain a 
majority vote. Ensour’s proposal 
received nine votes while Kawar’s 
was supported by 14. 

Attending the House's test ses- 
sion of the first cycle, journalists 
expressed disappointment with 
deputies, particularly Islamists 
who sought prosecution of the 
press. They pointed out that 
while the government and the 
judiciary did not seek a trial of 
the press, the House was faking 
the initiative to smother press 
freedom. 

Deputy Dheeb Marji sup- 
ported Kawar’s argument that the' 
purpose of forming the commit- 
tee was to investigate deputies 
who leaked information and not 
the press for publishing it. 

Shbeilat said seeking prosecu- 
tion of the press “is none of our 
business. It is the business of the 
government and the attorney 
general, not the House. Whoever 
wants to investigate must investi- 
gate deputies, ministers and sena- 
tors who attended the session. 
Other than that, it is not our 


In tiie session deputy Btousfa, a 
member of the investigation com- 


mittee, said the legislative branch 
“should not waver in its resolve 
to implement tews and regula- 
tions. Article 38-B of the publica- 
tion law says that newspapers 
cannot publish anything about a 
secret session.” 

Dt. Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
spokesman for the Muslim 
.Brotherhood bloc, supported 
Btoosh adding that “we are not 
against the press or any particular 
party, but this anarchy and chaos 
must be stopped... we should, 
respect the House’s decision.” 

. Kawar, who b also a columnist 
for Al Ra’i, said that the recom- 
mendation by the five-member 
committee had no legal grounds 
and should be rejected because it 
had no mandate from the House 
to investigate the press. 

He said that calling journalists 
for questioning was not sanc- 
tioned by the House which autho- 
rised the committee to investigate 
deputies to find rat who leaked 
information to the press. Furth- 
ermore, Kawar said, the commit- 
tee itself met without notifying six 
other members of die committee 
ipctndmg himself, “and decided 
on their own to issue such a 
pwwifnftndfltin n.’’ 

Kawar, a member of the leftist 
“Democratic bloc,” announced 
his withdrawal from the commit- 
tee and said that its status was 
illegal. “In any case,” he added, 
“had I been notified to meet with 


foe committee, I would have in- 
sisted that foe press has foe right 
to publish all information that it 
can get, without revealing its 
sources, and as long as it b not 
acting against public interest.” 

Kawar said that calling Al 
Ra’i’s editor-in-chief for ques- 
tioning was “an interference by 
the House in the affairs of the 
press. The leak was matte from 
within foe House and the matter 
should be limited to the House. 
We should not go* after 
scapegoats in other branches of 
authority and interfere in their 
work.” 

Islamic Brotherhood Deputy 
Yus&ef Azem said deputies 
“should not mix between demo- 
cracy and anarchy.” 

“What happened is a slanghtw 
of democracy with foe sword of 
democracy for the sake of demo- 
cracy,” he told the House. ”1 see 
that the parly to blame is that 
which leaked tiie information and 
not the one which published it.” 

Legal Committee Chairman 
Hussein Mjafii, said the House 
committee had no legal grounds 
in investigating the press. 

Some journalists, saridwi with 
assurances by deputies, returned 
to cover tiie remainder of the 
session, but newspaper editors 
later decided that not publishing 
the session’s deliberations in their 
dailie s the next morning was 
ne cessa r y to straightening out re- 
lations with the Lower House. 
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Unfa Dished business 


IT IS easy to sympathise with the call made by the Lower 
House of Parliament to convene a three-month extraordin- 
ary session starting May. The work load for the parliament 
is simply too great to be finished in two or three months' 
work a year. Judging by the number of deputies who have 
voiced support tor the proposal of convening an extraordin- 
ary session, it would be difficult to deny the Partiament an 
added opportunity to work and sore their const i tuencies for 
a longer period of time this year. Some of the items on the 
agenda are indeed pressing and controversial. There is no 
way to deal with such a remaining heavy work load in a . 
democratic context except through the extension of the 
parliamentary sessions over and over again. After all the ' 
members of the Parliament were elected and are being paid 
to serve the people of Jordan not periodically bat perpetaal- 
ly. The first ordinary session of the Parliament which has 
lasted for no more than 3 months may not have been perfect 
in every sense of the word, but it was a good b eginning - The 
momentum of this beginning must not be allowed to get 
frustrated by a long interruption. As the next ordinary 
session of the Partiament is set for October, there wiD be 
-almost half a year of unreasonable break in parliamentary 
life. The unfinished business of the newly elected Parliament 
is amply too large and too important to be left in a state of 
suspended animation for such a long period. The truth is 
there might be good grounds now to facilitate the nhminn 
of the ordinary sessions of the Parliament to an extent that 
our parliamentarians would remain preoccupied with the 
concerns of their respective constituencies for at least nine 
months of the year. Granted governing the country with the 
Partiament continually in session becomes more difficult 
and mnch more demanding. But this is the price of 
operational democracy. As the country has opted for a 
viable democratic way of life, it would be difficult to explain 
the interruption of this much sought after democracy by 
denying pa rli a ment a ri a ns longer periods of time serve the 
electorate. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


In its editorial Tuesday A1 Ral daily discussed the current efforts 
to form an Israeli government, noting that what concerns the 
Arabs is not who will form a government but rather the Israeli 
leaders’ orientation and whether they are inclined to make peace 
with the Arab Nation. The formation of a government is not a 
success in itself because both major parties, the Labour and the 
Likud, are merely concerned with their own interests no matter 
how long it takes to form a government and regardless of whether 
peace is achieved or not. the paper noted. It said that the Israelis 
are fond of playing the game of forming a government after 
strenuous efforts had been exerted and many difficulties had been 
overcome; and during the time of be hind- th e-scene negotiations 
plans for setting up Jewish settlements m the occupied Arab lands 
are implemented. As long as Peres is totally relying on the 
religious and extremist parties to form a government, there is very 
little or no chance that his Labour Party will respect the 
international will or abide by U.N. Security Council resolutions 
that aim to achieve peace, simply because the ex tit mists refuse 
such idea, the paper pointed out. There, it said, the only 
remaining feasible base for a successful government in Israel is 
through imposing the will of Zionism on the Arab Nation, and 
any attempt to depart from that policy can mean failure. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i says that Jordan is craving for a new school 
of impeccable and clean politicians and statesmen who can 
operate the country’s organisation with success. Hie people are 
not concerned with a mere exposition of names of those officials 
involved in corruption cases, but rather hope to have a political 
system that abides by democracy in word and in deed, Tareeq 
Masarweh writes. We are not trying to take revenge on 
individuals but we are trying to cleanse the political fife in Jordan 
and rebuild confidence in the hearts of the Jordanian people and 
be able to deal with any future acts of corruption, and pilla ging of 
the nation's wealth, the writer continues. The corrupt officials of 
Jordan, the writer notes, have created their own schools of 
thought that harbour enmity towards democracy and always 
trying to create crises between the regime and the people's forces 
and political groupings. He notes that these corrupt officials had 
always aimed to loot the country and sow seeds of corr u ption 
everywhere, a case that can be witnessed in many other 
deve toping countries which ended up being in deep debt and 
continually being ruled by martial law. Masarweh calls on die 
prosecutor general to study the cases fully and hear testimonies by 
numerous people before presenting his findings to the court that 
will Cry theU officials, because the Jordanian people are seriously 
determined to pursue the road of democracy in all affairs. 


Al Dusted? daily cm Tuesday voiced appreciation to the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mudar Badran for its deep concern over 
tiie situation in the south and file minsters’ visits to the 
governorates of Karak, Tafileh, and Maan to inspect the situation 
there. The paper said that the open discussion of various 
problems and requests by the local citizens and the government 
minist ers is bound to help solve problems and enhance mutual 
confidence. Furthermore, the tour that lasted three days has no 
doubt given the ministers closer ideas about the economic and 
social situation and the areas which require immediate and urgent 
assistance. It said that the government is determined to extend all 
possible help to the local inhabitants as Prime Minister Badran 
premised and is now in a position to do so, especially as 
allocations have been made to launch income-generating projects 
■and development schemes. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaRaMaBd 


Tax effort in Jordan is excessive 


TAX effort measures how 
much taxpayers give in way of 
taxes compared to their ability 
to pay, or it is the proportion 
of tax proceeds to the taxable, 
capacity. If .the former are 
identical with the latter, the 
proportion is one or 100 
points. This could be treated as 
an index, whereby the points 
above 100 measure the extent 
to which citizens are over- 
taxed. An index of 100 or more 
means that any additional 
taxes may undermine produc- 
tion incentives and surely trig- 
ger tax evasion or increase it. 

Of coarse, taxes in this con-' 
text must refer to direct and 
indirect taxes paid by house- 
holds and corporation to both, 
the central government and 
local governments and any; 
other taxes paid to other public* 
or semi-public bodies such as 
the universities in the case of 
Jordan. Social security con- 
tributions are also included be- 
cause they are deductions from 
income mid constitute a bur- 
den on the taxpayers similar to 
that ensuing from any other 
taxes. 


Determinants of taxable 
capacity. The taxable capacity 
of developed countries is 
markedly higher than that of 
developing countries. This en- 
tails a corresponding differ- 
ence in methods employed to 
measure tax effort. There are a 
best of variables used to ex- 
plain the variance in that 
effort. National income or per 
capita income are irrelevant 
because what matters is not 
average income distribution 
but” income concentration. 
Through customs duties, im- 
ports of goods have a positive 
impact on the taxable capacity. 
Income generated in the min- 


ing sector has an analogues 
effect. The contrary is true of 
income generated in agricul- 
- tore .and wholesale and retail 1 
trade sectors. In most develop- 
ing countries including Jordan 
agricultural income is tax-ex- 
empt. Domestic trade activities 
'are characteristically under- 
taken by small units which do 
not keep records and whose 
•incomes are thus not easy to 
identify and practically most. 


difficult to. tax if they do not 
:fa&, in the first place, in in- 
come brackets which qualify 
for tax exemption. 

High tax effort. I used the 
above analysis in my Fh.D. 
diesis to construct a regression 
equation for the measurement 
of tax effort. According to this 
equation, Jordan’s tax effort in 
1988 reached 98. that is two 
points short of its taxable 
capacity, which translates into 
only six million dinars. This 
meagre sum shows bow much 
taxes are increasable before 
they start to strain the eco- 
nomy. According to a different 
equation developed by IMF/ 
fire tax effort index in Jordan 
had already reached 148 point 
in that year. 


The fact that our tax effort 
had already reached or ex- 
ceeded the 100 mark is most 
annoying because it is taking 
place at a time when we are in. 
dire need to raise taxes in 
order to phase out fire budget 
deficit as envisaged in Jordan’s 
agreement with IMF under the 
economic correction program- 


me. The Lower House of Par- 
liament is so adamant in 
opposing tax increases, given 
the wild jump of inflation dar- 
ing fire last eighteen months 
arid the consequential drop in 
real incomes. The very recent 
debate in fire House indicates 
that file rift between the de- 
'puties and fire government on 
taxation policies is so deep that 
only through a lot of lobbying 
and arm-twisting that it might 
be redressed in line with foe 
stance of the government. This 
poses a formidable dilemma 
for the executive who never 
conceived, in the wildest of 
dreams, snch an opposition 
when the amendments to foe 
effective income tax legislation 
were drafted last autumn. Bat 
there is still a way out, even 
without income tax increases. 
This might need considerable 
vision and courage. 


an income of say. JD I million 
emanating from agriculture is 
tax-exempt. This is an odd 
situation by all standards. 


' Once the agricultural in- 
come is created, its earner 
should have no objection to 
pay t aT on it. Certainly, 
levying tax on agricultural in- 
comes that exceed certain 
amounts is desirable under the 
present circumstances of eoco- 
nonric stringency, at least until 
such circumstances change. 


tioas or intensifying existing 
ones for balance of payments 
masons." This clause is sadly 
interpreted to mean fo« tariff 
rates must not be raised and no 

imports, whatsoever, must be 
banned. Actually this condi- 
tion is a big black hole in that 
accord. The IMF should allow 
Jordan to get round it fo r one 
or two years and Jordan must 
work for that end. 


The way out. Agricultural 
income has been exempt from 
income tax throughout the his- 
tory of Jordan. An income of 
JD 2,000 originating in other 
economic sectors must pay but 


Customs duties. Levying 
higher tariff rates on imports is 
another outlet. It is particular- 
ly excellent because it does not 
only bring in more reveues but 
also protects domestic indus- 
tries at a time when import 
substitution is badly needed. If 
they prohibit imports and 
thereby depress proceeds, high 
tariff will save foreign ex- 
change and thus make more 
valuable contribution to eco- 
nomic adjustment. However, 
Jordan’s accord with IMF pro- 
hibits foe government from 
'‘imposing new import restric- 


Other outlets. Of course foe j 
best way out of the tax revenue 
impasse is to improve collec- 
tion methods and combat tax 
evasion. This is easier said than i 
done but not impossible in foe 
longer ran. The mistake that ; 
the amendments to the pro- j 
visional tax law revealed was 
that our tax authorities had 
apparently believed that tax' 
evasion could be tackled by 
decrees. Worse still, they be- j 
lieved that tax revenues could j 
be boosted by higher taxes. 
They do not because they 
stimulate more tax evasion 
especially trader high tax 
efforts. 


Palestinian and Israeli youths join in dialogue 


By Rosalind Mandine 


WASHINGTON — Although 
some people may use the word 
“conflict" when talking about foe 
Middle East, some Palestinian 
and Israeli youths in Israel and 
the West Bank are finding that 
“dialogue” is a better word. One 
organisation that is helping these 
youths join iu dialogue and 
understanding is Legacy Interna- 
tional, a non-profit private Amer- 
ican educational organisation. 

Legacy promotes reconciliation 
and dialogue by creating linkages 
between Arab and Jewish youths 
and teaching them how to com- 
municate with each other. They 
do this by sponsoring outreach 
and education programmes, 
training in communication and 
conflict resolution and dialogue 
workshops. Founded m 1977, 
Legacy is based in Alexandria, 
Virginia, and has a regional office 
in Jerusalem. 

Legacy bases its work on the 
idea that “there is an inherent 
value in intercultural learning and 
that there is a possibility for 
achieving a common ground of 
understanding through bringing 
youths together” iu a learning 
environment, explained Martin 


Tillman, Legacy's director for In- 
ternational Education Services. 

Many of the Arab and Jewish 
youths involved in Legacy prog- 
rammes have had little or no 
contact with each other in their 
daily lives. 

Before attending Legacy’s 
summer programme in the Un- 
ited States last year, Saar Peer, a 
Jew from Trvon and Samer Da- 
jani, a Palestinian from the West 
Bank, had very little contact with 
or understanding of each other’s 
communities. After their train- 
ing, Dajani and Peer said they' 
gained more of an understanding 
of each other's fears and points of 
view. Peer and Dajani plan to use 
the skills they acquired to prom- 
ote peace between' their com- 
munities, the young men told The 
Pittsburgh Press last summer. 

One-to-one dialogue is espe- 
cially important when a regional 
conflict appears to be “intract- 
able in terms of resolution on a 
government-to-government 
basis." Tillman noted. Bringing 
individuals together for “face-to- 
face encounters" mil achieve “a 
measure of interaction not con- 
ceivable’’ on a larger level, be 
said. 

When it comes to politics. 


Prevention better than cure 


By Dr. Othmaa Zeid Al KBani 


WE were overwhelmed with hopes and' expectations when we 
learnt that files and documents on corruption, which plagued 
Jordan for so long, have finally reached the media. The foreign 
media had earlier on revealed incredibly astounding tales about 
corruption in Jordan that has spread and permeated society, 
becoming like what we can call a “profession,” closely linked only 
to those executive politicians in Jordan. 

Corrupt officials in high positions have so far escaped aD 
retribution and penalties, since very severe consequences and 
total ruin awaited any person who, in the past, might have dared 
to point an accusing finger at any of these officials. They were 
above all suspicion. All perhaps, except those scapegoats who 
were sacrificed for some reason or another known only to tbcKus in 
high places with vast knowledge about the intrigues and behind- 
foe-scene co n sp irac ies. 

We are almost frustrated now to see that as the time became 
ripe to settle accounts with these officials, and when a trickle of 
information has found its way to the public through the media 
about the wide-spread corruption that has been rife in our 
country, we begin to hear an outcry in protest at what was 
described as a “leak of information” to the press freon a 
supposedly secret partiamentary session. 

Those elements behind the outcry seem to have forgotten the 
tale of th&ostritch which tries to bury its head in the sand while 
the rest of its body remains- exposed for aD to see. Just what kind 
of secrecy are they talking abort in a country that is totally 
expose to all, whore secrets are far more known to the enemies 
than to foe friends? 

Corruption in Jordan abounds, and is documented in rather 
bulky files. Corrupt officials are not liable to receive any penalties 
or retribution because they have been able to control many 
organisations over the past years and because they have created 
many alliances that, in effect, constitute a special force, exercising 
pressure on various organisations and spreading like and octopus, 
paralysing the law, in total disregard to all ideals and values. 
These officials have practiced and encouraged bribery, the taking 
of commissions, blackmail and the lack of a sense of national 
belonging. 

Therefore, and in order to avoid a vicious circle of debate which 
might only contain or dampen public rage, Parliament members 
are urged to benefit from the present situation and enact 
anti-corruption legislations. These should mainly include a law 
allowing the media to exercise the basic right of freely providing 
the public with information and the right to free expression about 
different issues without fear or any apprehension of possible 
punishment. 

The required law should allow a journalist free access to all 
sources of information and should guarantee a legal framework 
for “publicity,” this is what we tope Parliament will achieve 
through its deliberations with no encroachment on national 
security. 

We want parliament to enact & law under which officials must 
be asked to account for any wealth they might accumulate. 
Combating corruption can only be done by revealing to the public 
all the fads related to various departments and officials running 
them. This will allow the public foe chance to monitor officials* 
excesses and negative attitudes, and can serve as a strong 
deterrent Prevention, as we say, b better than core— Translated 
from Sawt Al Shaab daily. 


Legacy is non-positional, T illman 
stressed. The organisation does 
not ignore politics, be added, but 
it is not interested in trying to 
convince anyone chat one side is 
better than another. 

Young people who take part in 
Legacy programme are nomin- 
ated by community organisations 
they already belong to, Tillman 
explained. These community 
groups are generally “engaged in 
dialogue and reconciliation,” be 
added. This “self-selection” pro- 
cess contributes to Legacy’s suc- 
cess in that these youths are 
“pre-disposed to interest in re- 
conciliation and have already 
made some small steps in their 
own lives .to understand, and in- 
teract with Arabs and Jews whefe 
they are living,” he said. 

Legacy takes dialogue one step 
further by providings training -in 
communication and conflict re~ 
solution. In the Summer Lead- 
ership Training programme, a 
selected group of youths spend 
six weeks in Bedford, Virginia, 
developing and sharpening their 
skills in cross-cultural relations. 
The programme has grown to 
include young people from other 
parts of the world, such as Egypt, 
India, Pakistan, Jordan, Leba- 
non, Morocco, Yemen, Nicar- 
agua, Honduras, Ireland, and 
Cambodia. 

An extension of this program- 
me is the summer tour, in which 
Legacy selects a Palestinian Arab 
and an Israeli youth to meet with 
students and religious communi- 
ties in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
The tour is sponsored by an 
interfaith planning committee, 
led by the Presbyterian Church. 


Last summer, Saar Peer and Sam- 
er Dajani were chosen for the 
tour. They were selected on the 
basis of their maturity, com- 
munication skills and most impor- 
tantly on their “ability to spend a 
significant amount of time with a 
counterpart," Tillman said. 

Spending a month living 
together with host families and 
sharing their views on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict with Americans 
provided a “life-changing” ex- 
perience for Peer and Dajani, 
according to Reverend Jack Lol- 
la, pastor of the Plum Creek 
Presbyterian Church in Pitt-- 

sburgh. 

Before last summer. Peer had 
never bad contact with a West 
Bank Palestinian. After getting to 
know Dajani, Peer “had to 
change his thinking ” about the 
realities of Palestinians living-on 
the .West Bank, Rev. Lolla said. 
Peer is now ’serving in the Israeli 
armed forces. 

Dajani, who now attends col- 
lege in the United States, finds 
discussing difficult topics with di- 
verse people an easier task due to 
his new skills acquired through 
Legacy, Rev. Lolla said. 

• Rev. Lolla pointed out that 
many of those who met with Peer 
and Dajani in Pittsburgh could 
not detea any conflict between 
the two young men. What these 
people did not know was that 
Peer and Dajani had come a long 
way in the dialogue process 
through Legacy’s training. Rev. 
Lolla said. Previously, Peer and 
Dajani has found it difficult to 
accept each other's “reality,” he 
noted. He credited Legacy’s “fine 
work in teaching them how to 


deal with conflict" for the turnar- 
ound. 

While in Pittsburgh, Peer and 
Dajani learned “to protea each 
other” and “work together as a 
team,” Rev. Lolla said. At first 
this was a difficult concept for 
both young men to accept, he 
said. However, on several occa- 
sions Peer and Dajani “were 
befog pressed by” those in the 
audience who disagreed with 
then: views, he said. As the young 
men experienced (his, they “real- 
ised that protecting each other 
was very important,” he noted. 

Learning to “manage anger 
better” and maintaining “a calm, 
rational way of dealing”- with 
conflict are invaluable skills Peer 
and Dajani developed from their 
t raining and time spent together. 
Rev. Lolla said. 

. Although .Legacy hopes to ex- 
pand its focus on its programmes 
in the region, there are benefits 
to bringing Palestinian and Israeli 
youths to the United States for 
training, Martin Tillman ex- 
plained. 

“There is a real value to bring- 
ing mdivkliials away from the 
conflict” in that it provides a 
“setting where old rules of be- 
haviour hre no longer necessary 
and learning new ones is possi- 
ble,” be said. The workshop pro- 
vides “an honest and open set- 
ting, which is conducive to non- 
destructive interchange, '* he 
ad ded. 

Once* the summer training is 
over, youths con throe their work 
in dialogue through youth lead- 
ership clubs, community action 
projects and speakers bureaus. 
The “idea is to provide a vehicle 


for youths when they return... to 
feel continuously connected, to 
ideas, issues and concerns that 
have been faised for them in the 
United States, and to continue to 
raise those concerns and deal 
constructively with their needs,” 
TUftnan said. 


On return to the region, the 
youths concentrate on developing 
“hardcore skills at taking charge 
of foe future and playing a con- » 
structure rote” as emerging lead- 
ers, Tillman noted. Sharpening 
public speaking skills through 
Legacy pro g r amm es is one way of 
doing this, he pointed out. 

Youths address schools, com- 
munity and civic groups and serve 
as advisors to visiting delegations 
that are interested in meeting 
with a sense of empowerment, 
TtDmpn said. Ex pr e s s in g “strong 
"emotions about foe very complex 
experiences they are living with" 
to citizens fo foe region and to 
foreigners imbues the young peo- 
ple with confidence, he said. 


Exploring complex issues of 
importance to the region is 
another way to hone communica- 
tion and conflict resolution skills. 
A recent Global Viewpoints 
Fonzm examined foe faraeli- 
Palestinian economic rela- 
■ tionship. This kind of programme 
seeks to examine “complex issues 
of regional economic coopera- 
tion, moving beyond the politics 
of settling the dispute to the 
almost more intractable issues of 
parity in terms of economic de- 
velopment for Arabs in Israel,” 
Tillman pointed out. — U.S. 
i Information Agency.. 
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OUT OF FOCUS 


‘Secrets’ and ‘scoops’ 

By Aten AqB Sued 

THE 01HER DAY, I was exch*u$fc£ noles wife a friend of urine, 

then b to km*' abort Ifee LmicrHMie’t 

“■ecre*” d el a te on corruption nd 

"Wed* B «**■• tort we are la ter exciting times ahead,** he said. u A 

I cooidn’t urn with Mm more. Bat dU fe reafir hm tint bkI 
b^aBatiaB oa wfa^ wot on bebted that dosed doers of Pfcrfta- 
“« I *»,” he add. “1 hare tt bwi the home’s 


Peace of mind missing from ‘Home of Ptace 1 


Good, I feM Mm, bat anrid he grac fo» eaoarii to Asm sue tf 
t he tofonart hm? “No,” cue the sharp reply. “It is prtvBeged 
tafemtta, JOB know. And I don’t went to Jeopardise my 


Who were Us sources anyway? I asked. “I can only tefi job this: 
. It b swwwne who atten d ed the session,” he said. WdL the term 
“s om eo n e” nar row s ft down to one “source” rafter than 
“seams,” I pointed out to him. “Of coarse, I cross-checked it with 
others,” he hastily added. 

Was tt a deputy? I was simply curious. “There were abo others 

who a tt end ed the session; yon know who I am taking about 

mfaristen and Pmfiament staff. It could hare been any one of 
them,” he smirked. 

BrtdM he use the twfwmiHuu and write something? “It’s for me 
to knew and for yon to guess,” he beamed. 

It was Us Amend, I Cold Hm, partkedarty that the Boose was 
upset orer “leaked” information about the -«*«■ He conH be 
called to testify before the Heme committee In chmge of probtaH the 
' leaks, I reminded hfan. “ 

“Who says I coold be caBed?” he interjected, a tfay trace at panic 
creeping into fafe voice. He had nothing to fear, I tried to wore him. 
“It’s oojy a routine; afl they want Is to pod you to a test whether you 
wffl reveal your sources or not,” I told him, “la fcrf, it Is a test of 
.year professional ethics rather dun a bid to locate the leak,” I 
added. 

“Are yon sure?” he was anxious now. I said nothing was sore 
anymore, and for ah I know, they could start proseenting journalists 
for doing their job. 

“Prosecntjon?” There was no mistaking the trembling In Ms rake 
now. “I oodd be in red trouble.” He was about to break down. 

Why was he panicking, I asked. Did he fie a “scoop” story far 
anyone that could be traced bade? 

“W’j not the point,” he w a i l ed. “Bat I hare been tettag many 
people I have all the ’privileged’ information, down to the last 
detafl.” 

What was wrong with that? I asked. “WeB, half the town now 
believes that I know ever y t hi ng there is to know abort the secret 
session,” he said on' the mge of sobbing. “It wffl only be a matter of 
time before the deputies get to me.” 

I said I could only offer my sympathy, but he should be proud that 
he was only doing Us job. 

“Can I ask you a favour?” he looked at me latently. Of course, I 


’Target we had this conversation,” he pleaded. I cortd wit do 
that, I told htai; nateas of course he fakes me hdo Us confidence and 
spfis the entire thfag- 

He looked around fortivdy , edged closer to me and whispered: 
“Afl my information was picked up from the local press and the 
news agencies. No one tafted to ase, I had no source. None of the 
deputies In the House even knows I exist.” 


Deaf and dumb 
latest tools for 
drug smugglers 


By l rt m H ff"” 
Reuters 


DAMASCUS — Drag traf- 
fickers in Syria, fating stepped 
op vigilance from police, have 
thought up a new ploy — using 
deaf and dumb people to 
smuggle in their narcotics. 

Six deaf mutes have recently 
been caught trying to bring in 
hashish from neighbouring 
Lebanon, police told Reuters. 
They were questioned through 
an expert from a medical cen- 
tre who knew tbeir sign lan- 
guage. 

‘The purpose (of using 
h andicapped smugglers) is to 
cKvert attention from them and 
to make if difficult for investi- 
gators to discover the real 
smugglers who are using 
them,” said Colonel Ali Dar- 
boofi, chief of Syria’s anti- 


narcotics bureau. 

He said that although no 
drags originated in Syria, 
smugglers used the country as 
a transit pant to Western and 
other consumer countries. 

Diplomats said hashish ar- 
rived mainly from Lebanon 
and heroin from Turkey. 

As part of tougher steps to 
fight traffickers Damascus was 
cooperating closely with other 
countries, Darbooli said. “We 
foiled several smuggling 
attempts through coorttination 
with countries like Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia and West Ger- 
many,” he said. 

Interior Minister Moham- 
mad Harba stressed his deter- 
mination to halt the flow of 
drags in talks in December 
with U.S. Ambassador to Syria 
Edward Djerejian, Darbooli 
added. 


By Nor Satt 

Special to the Jordan Hates 

AMMAN — If one is old and 
sane, there is a chance of him 
or her turning crazy if admitted 
to the Home of Peace at Tla A1 
AIL Here, the sane and the 

fT put^y * aiC cr a n u nwl 10 to a 

room, dimly ht, both from lack 
of electricity and because the 
rooms have been built so that 
other parts of tbe building sur- 
round the bedrooms and poor- 
ly heated, with bare blue- 
coloured walls and no carpets 
so that even a little bit of heat 
would be conquered by tbe 
coldness of the atmosphere. 

Over and above everythmg- 
ebe is a strong sense of despair 
among the residents of tbe 
home, but it has very little to 
do with the running of tbe 
place. 

As one enters through the 
main door of the building, the 
first impression is of a relative- 
ly dean and spacious place. 
But the feeling is Boon 
drowned with the echoes of 
moans coming from who- 
knows- where. 

Eight bedrooms — four each 
for men and women — are 
situated along a bine corridor. 
Each bedroom is perhaps only 
big enough for six beds. Yet, 
an average of 10 beds are 
squeezed together, giving it a 
boanfing - school look. 

Benches along the wall are 
filled with (rid men, each keep- 
ing to their own, sitting quiet- 
ly, moaning meaningless words 
or jumping enthusiastically to 
greet the outsider. 

For an average mind, the 
scene is not without a tinge of 
fear. 

However, the fear is dispel- 
led soon. 

Tt is so nice of yon to visit 
us,” says an old man with 
shabby dothes and a terrible 

stench, hfr face fighting up with 

a big smile. 

Why is such a pleasant and 
normal man here? “Imagine,” 
he replied, “my sons and 
daughters did not want an (rid 
and helpless man like me. 
They threw me out and 
brought me here. They were 
embarrassed to be near me. 
They never visit or ask about 
mie.”' 

“But I am" so grateful to" 
people at flic Home bf Peace;' 
they really love and take care 
of us,” he adds, gratitude re- 
placing resentment over his 
family’s behaviour. 


This old man's case is not an 
isolated one. Most of the peo- 
ple firing in the Home of Peace 
have similar cases of being 
abandoned and not having 
their families care for than. 
“They are either found in the 
streets, picked up by the pofiee 
and brought hone, or tbeir 
families dnmp them onto US,” 
explains Father Musa Adefi, 
head of die organisation which 
runs the home. 

Obviously, tbe old men and 
women are at the borne to 
spend their last moments in 
peace, but “peace”, is the one 
dement that appears to be 
missing in the drab and scary 
atm o sphere there. 

Out of the SS elderly and 
abadoned men and women, 
only 10 seem normal. Sixty five 
of them need special treatment 
and medication, says psychiat- 
rist Dr. Wafid Sarhan, who is 
among a few physicians to pay 
a weekly visit to the elderly. 

There are some who retreat 
to a corner that seems to say 
“no trespassing.” Others 
crouch, moaning, yelling or 
even becoming a bit aggres- 
sive. 

“Ulis m i xt ur e makes thwiga 

very difficult for tbe ‘patients’ 
and the eight asters in charge 
of the elderly,” Sarhan says. 
Nearly 70 per cent of the men 
and women are “sick,” severe 
mental cases, or severely hand- 
icapped. There are those who 
halneinate and some others 
suffering from brain damage or 
schizophrenia, and more, he 


The more “normal” of the 
elderly continuously protest. 
They are badly affected by the 
“retarded” and live in misery 
doe to constant beatings, steal- 
ing and general disturbances 
from some of their not-so- 
notmal co-inmates, according 
to Sarhan. 

“Where is my family? It is a 
mad house here!” says a 
woman of over 80 who is 
appears to fighting a battle 
a gamst insanity. 

According to Father Adefi, 
“there is nothing we can do 
about this m i ntm e of normal 
and less normal people.” 

“There are no places for the 
‘side' to go. Apparently, they 
have been turned down by the 
National Medical' Institution' 
(NMI) and the Ministry of 
Health because they claim that 
it is not their doty to accept 
such people,” he says. 

“If we do not take them in. 


- -- -- 



Abandoned, uncared-for (rid people often end up hi the street. One 
at foe refoges available to them Is the Home of Peace, where, at least 


technically, they can hope for a place to die in peace. Bat lack of 
resource s at the home turns their life then a misery (He photo) 


they will end up in the streets. 
What can we do7” Father Ade- 
fi asks. “We do not even have ■ 
the money to make extra space 
to separate the normal from 
the retarded.” 

According to one of tbe 
tight sisters who look after toe 
patients, “no one comes to 
visit them. Occasionally people 
bring mansaf, clothing or 
money, but these lonely people 
are human. They need atten- 
tion. They need care and peo- 
ple to be with them all tbe 
time.” At Christmas or Easter 
time, children from a nearby 
school pay a visit. Otherwise, 
the elderly see the same faces 
every day. 

One day is no different from 
another at the home; which 
can ifi-afford to offer any activ- 
ity to its winites except for 
three meals in a dining room at 
the end of the corridor with 
several tables and a kitchen at 
the back. Here they have their 
first meal at seven thirty in the 
morning — some milk, tea, 
olives and cheese. Another 


meal at midday consists of 
meat, cucumbers and toma- 
toes. And the third meal at five 
o'clock, usually soup, rice and 
a sandwich. Six is bed time. 

“Activities” in between tbe 
meals involve sitting on tbe 
benches, or walking along tbe 
corridor. Once a week tbe bar- 
ber comes. Once a week the 
inmate* get a bath and occa- 
sionally they get visitors. 
“They do not have any activi- 
ties such as playing cards, 
watching television or going on 
daily trips,” one of tbe sisters 
says. 

Hus is an (rid persons home, 
where they will spend the last 
moments of their life — un- 
wanted, lonely and miserable. 
On top of which they have to 
bear the ugly atmosphere with 
an unbearable stench of an 
overcrowded room. 

“No other institution will 
accept them or no other charity 
organisation gives sufficient 
money for the elderly to five 
decently,” the sister said. 

“We do not even have 


enough medicine,” she said. 
“We had to treat the patients 
with onr own little knowledge, 
until Dr. Sahran cam e.” 

According to Dr. Sarhan, no 
doctor was in attendance at the 
home for many years. Dr. 
Sarhan only began his weekly 
visits three months ago. 
“There is no support coming 
from medical institutions. 
They claim that since tbe 
Home of Peace is a charity, it is 
not tbeir duty,” he said. 

Tbe Home of Peace is a 
charity organisation founded in 
India by Mother Teresa in the 
1950s, admitting only aban- 
doned elderly, irrespective of 
religion, colour or race; But 
Jordan seems to be an excep- 
tion — entering are even those 
who need serious medical 
treatment from Amman, Zar- 
qa, Irbid, and the Jordan Val- 
ley.- 

According to Father Adefi, 
the Home of Peace has began 
accepting children on huma- 
nitarian grounds. Two teenage 


boys are amongst the elderly 
people because they are 
accepted no where else, says 
Father Adefi. 

According to Father Adefi, 
there are over 100 young para- 
lysed or handicapped childr en 
waiting to be admitted to the 
Home of Peace. Additionally, 
there are over 10 elderly on the 
waiting fist. 

Tbe Home of Peace survives 
and takes care of its people 
through donations. But, it is 
still not enough, according to 
Father Adefi. “There is barely 
sufficient heating, water and 
electricity,” he said. 
“Although there are volun- 
teers, they are not enough to 
provide money, equipment, 
dothes and transportation for 
daily trips.” 

But according to several 
volunteers, the Home of Peace 
is doing a miraculous job coo- 
sidering they are fighting 
against great odds. The institu- 
tion seems to have taken toe 
role of “home of all traits.” 


Picturephones — much ado about very little 


By Gene Emery 
Reuters 

PROVIDENCE, Rhode Island 
— Daring the 1964 world's fair in 
New York American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company pre- 
dicted that within a few years 
people would be able to see the 
person they were talking to on 
die telephone. 

But like other optimistic pre- 
dictions in recent .decades — 
underwater communities, routine 
space travel, personal helicopters 
and robot housekeepers — toe 
picturephone is yet another ex- 
ample of bow the future takes 
longer to arrive than we expect. 

In 1987 three Japanese com- 
panies began actively selling such 
devices in tbe United States. But 
the products made by Sony and 


Mitsubishi are not hot seDera and 
Panasonic has dropped out of the 
market. 

Tt has not been one of our 
success stories,” said Thomas 
Lauterback of the Electronic In- 
dustries Association, an Amer- 
ican trade group. 

Some of toe problems are tech- 
mcaL Until the current copper 
wiring is replaced by high-tech 
gjass fibres, the U.S. telephone 
system cannot handle all the data 
a picturephone needs to transmit 
moving images oveT a phone line. 

As the result, the pic- 
turephones cm the market today 
send only wallet-sized black-and- 
white snapshots, and they cut off 
afi conversation during the five to 
ten seconds it takes to transmit a 
picture. 

Another problem is prfce. A 


Sony face-to-face costs $500 and 
Mitsubishi's Visitel retails for 
$400. 

Furthermore, unless the person 
on the other end of tbe line also 
has a picturephone, the caller’s 
device is useless. 

. Kozo Tsuya, Mitsubishi's divi- 
sion manager for visual com- 
munications, said about 100,000 
picturephones have been sold in the 
'United States. Many are bought 
as gifts by people whose parents 
or children live far away. 

“They seem to do reasonably 
well as gift items,” said Lauter- 
back. “The impetos seems to be 
from the kids wbo have grandpa- 
rents back home, they want to be 
able to show off the grandchO- 
oi eu. 

“I think tbe interest in the 
product is there,” said Tsuya, 


“but a moving picture and tbe 
same kind of pricing level is going 
to be required for it to become 
much more popular.” 
“Ultimately we would want a 
motion, colour transmission,” 
Lauterback said. 

Although using a picturephone 
does not increase tbe price of a 
long-distance phone call, it can 
still be an expensive way to com- 
municate, said Lauterback. 

“I can put a lot of pictures in an 
envelope (and mail it) for the cost 
of sending a low resolntison 
transmission over the phone.” 
One industry observer said the 
public may not be buying pic- 
turephones because they do not 
understand how they work. 

“They think that when some- 
body calls, the person on the 
other end of the fine will see them 


in whatever condition they are,” 
she said. 

But that is not bow today's 
picturephones operate. 

When one picturephone owner 
calls another, the tiny TV camera 
in the machine takes a picture of 
the caller, which appears at the 
other end on a 10-cm monitor. 

Callers can change from tbeir 
bathrobe, comb their hair, put a 
nice smile on their face and then 
push a button to “freeze” the 
image on the screen. 

If tbe caller does not like that 
snapshot, another one can be 
taken. 

Then “send” button is poshed 
to transmit the picture to the 
person they are calling. 

The transmission takes up to 10 
seconds and no one can talk over 
the line while tbe picture is being 


sent. 

“It's toe same principle as a fax 
machine,” said Lauterback. 
“(The image) is not. what you’d 
call high resolution.” 

But a range of people aside 
from parents and grandparents 
have began experimenting with 
its usefulness, according to Mitsu- 
bishi. 

Tbe company said its pic- 
turephones have been used to 
send drivers licence photos be- 
tween law enforcement agencies 
and to monitor criminals confined 
to their homes as part of tbeir 
penalty. 

What happened to tbe pic- 
turepbone envisioned by ATT at 
tbe 1964 world’s fair? Tbe com- 
pany decided there ws not much 
of a future for it and never 
developed the device. 
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(Coodaicd from page 1) 

sed a g ai pft the central commit- 
Brazauskas said after para- 
oopers arrived with automatic 

i ttpons ami radio receivers. 

He said Mikolas Burakavicus, 
tder of local communists re- 


> had informed him they te- 
nded to nt* up offices in the 


;3oid not be possible as Iqng as 
..lifers were there. 

The European Community, in 
statement issued in Brussels, 
pealed Tuesday for maximum 
y Rrtist fofiowmg reports of the 
fence in Vflmns. 

Polish Solidarity leader Lech 
aj«a sent a letter to Gorbachev 
pug him not to ny to inthni- 
to or crush toe Lithuanian in* 
pende&ce movement. Pope 
ta Paul aim called on Moscow 
abstain from rising military 
te. 

Du Tuesday, Gennady Geraarit- 
K , a spokesman for toe Fore- 
M iaatry , said a resolution 
aed by toe U.S. Senate last 
ek calling on Moscow to hah 

Mawfari^m rtf IjrirBtwa W&S 

rovocative interference in toe 
fet Union’s internal affairs. 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMtN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 







The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School 

fahamMgpbmSaUa 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Mtdnigbt 




Dally Ramadan Hter 
Buffet 

at Swimming Pool 

ALAHALQ 

Roof Top Restaurant 

JD 7.000 for adults 
JD 3J00 lor children 
For reservation 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese flaming pot is available 

Tmkm away avafiabim 

Opeodaify 11-00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 




CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket * 

Mongolian Bfebtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
ate 30% torpor 

• From enlarge- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



^ EASTERN 


PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR .'SERVICES! . 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 


TEL : 621 775 FAX:656 270 

TLX -.23 0 23 POB;B15 408 

AMMAN-JORDAN 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

BifTayistfti 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30pm 
7.30 -n .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Teh6595l9 659520. 



TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 


m 

iCtl Electroluxl 

.PKi 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


DAIHITHL 

iU2<|l|!= 


Amman -Tel 668193 

P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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EC may propose cancellation 
of some Third World debt 


SUVA, Fiji (R) — European 
Community (EC) Development 
Commissioner Manuel Marin 
may propose that the EC cancel 
up to 1.8 billion European Cur- 
rency Units ($2.2 trillion) of Third 
World debt, EC diplomats said 
Tuesday. 

Marin, who has said be favours 
an EC initiative on debt, could 
make the proposal when EC 
ministers meet their counterparts 
' m the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) group of develop- 
ing countries. 

The two-day. meeting starts 
Wednesday. 

The ACP states owe the EC 
the money under the Lome trade 
and aid convention, mostly in the 
form of development loans and 
unpaid contributions to the 
Stabex system of compensation 
for falling commodity prices. 

“Marin may say the commis- 
sion (the ECs executive body) 
proposes to cancel these debts,” 
one diplomat said. 

Of the 12 EC member states 
who would have to approve any 
such proposal, Britain for one 
was not in favour of letting ACP 
states off their debts, the diplo- 
mats said. - 

“There is a general recognition 
that the money is not going to be 
paid bade anyway,” one said. 

Forgiveness of the Community 
debt would be little more titan a 
drop in the ocean for African 
ACP states, who owe some $200 
bflhon in all. 

They want the EC to discuss 
the much bigger debts between 
member states and individual de- 
veloping countries, but the EC 


says these are bilateral matters 
which fall ootsde its competence. 

“Debt is not an issue that can 
be wished away. This is a matter 
which needs to be ^ven serious 
^oaskteration,” Kenya's Planning 
Minister Zachary Onyonka told 
Reuters. 

“Bilateral debt and debt with 
the Community are inter-related. 
You're dr-aHng with the same 
people and essentially with the 
same problem,” Onyonka said. 
“Trying to put it into two com- 
partments doesn't help.” 

Developing nations borrowed 
heavily in the 1970s to invest in 
commodities production. But 
subsequent falls to commodity 
prices and tiring interest rates 
have left them with no way of 
paying off these loans. 

The Hurd World is currently a 
gross expo rte r erf capital, giving 
developed nations more in in- 
terest payments each year titan it 
receives in new aid. 

“We appreciate the bilateral 
efforts that some EC countries 
have made, but in some parts erf 
Africa the situation is going from 
bad to worse,” Onyonka said. 

Meanwhile, the world's 
poorest nations, fearing the 
European Community is now 
looking eastward, will assess their 
future in a changing economic 
world when they meet EC minis- 
ters. 

“Businessmen and p r ivate en- 
trepreneurs are being encouraged 
to go into Eastern Europe,” ACP 
Secretary-General Ghebray 
Berfaane acknowledged to Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

But he said o pp or t uni ties cre- 


ated by moves towards market 
economics in Eastern Europe 
should not benefit tire EC alone. 

“Eastern Europe should be en- 
couraged to participate in trade 
and development with ACP 
countries. It should sot be an 
exclusive kind of relationship,” 
he said, adding that the EC could 
forge links with both East and 
South. 

“The idea is not to marginalise 
the ACP, not to put them on the 
periphery of world trade,” he 
said. 

Lome IV, named after the 
capital of Togo where the original 
pact was signed, is the world's 
most comprehensive aid and 
trade pact, but the AC Ecoontri es 
are afraid tire ECs overwheEning 
desire to support reforms in East- 
ern Europe is sfefetxacfcmg its 
relations with the Third World. 

While ACP countries have 
accepted EC reassurances that 
funds for Eastern European 
states would not be diverted from 
existing Lome nd programmes, 
they remain wary of a more 
general decline in Co mm u ni ty 
involvement and inv e s t m ent in 
the developing world. 

“No one ever believed the con- 
vention alone could help coun- 
tries out of trouble. It was only a 
catalyst,” Berhane said. 

“We always said private invest- 
ment and bilateral development 
assistance would have to come in 
order to allow the convention to 
play a more important role,” he 
added. 

The ACP states will receive 12 
bflfion E ur o p e an Currency Units 
OCUs) .(some $14.4 bffion) over 


the first five years of the current 
con ven tion, winch runs until the 
year 2000 — 3.5 bflfion ECUs 
($42 bflfion) less than they had 
asked for. 

Of this, 1.15 billion ECUs have 
been earmarked for a special 
fund to ease social problems in 
countries taking the strong rtmtfi- 
ctne of economic reform recom- 
mended by the World Bank and 
tbe I nt ern at ional Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 


The two sides win discuss the 
impact of the ECs d riv e towards 
a tingle internal market on trade 
advantages gran ted to ACP states 
under tbe Lome pact. 

The C ommuni ty, anxious to 
protect its own prod u c e rs, says it 
mute big sacrifices under Lome 
JV In facilitating access for a 
range of ACP agricultural pro- 
ducts to the EC market. 


But tbe ACP cou nt ries say the 
concessions, which cover some 20 
products and stiD involve quotas 
and other re st ri ctio n s, concern 
only a tiny proportion of their 
exports. 

“The preferential treatment 
which used to be af forded has 
been eroded,” Berhane con- 

» - J 

CCOOCL 

Marin tokl a news c onfer ence 
Monday that ACP countries 
could best counter the t hr e at of 
res o ur ces and investment drain- 
ing to Eastern Europe and 
els e wh e re by becoming more 
competiti ve themselves. 

“The ACP side has to offer a 
better platform to the intern a- 
tional investor than the East can 
do,” he said. 


Turkey eyes Eastern Europe 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey is seek- 
ing new ways to increase trade 
with East European countries, 
inducting financial support and 
intensive promotion, officials and 
bankers say. 

“Our trade with Eastern 
Europe is now at tbe growth 
stage. These countries are going 
through a transforming process. 
There will be some problems but 
they should be financially sup- 
ported,” ' said Turgay Ozkan, 
head of Turkish Exhnhank. 

He told Reuters in a recent, 
inter v i ew that his bank might 
extend $300 million in new credits 


to Chechoslovakia, Poland, Hun- 
gary and Romania, in the first half 
of 1990 and consumer credits to 
tbe Soviet Union tins year. 

“Tbe entry of Turkish investors 
into East European countries will 
be handled by some credit sys- 
tems ... ways of improving trade 
and new finance models will be 
sought together,” State Minister 
Gunes Taner told r eporters re- 
cently. 

The Bamh enk gave consumer 
credits worth $300 million to the 
Soviet Union in 1989. 

Bank officials say a credit of 
$350 millio n to finance about 11 


construction projects in the 
Soviet Union by Turkish com- 
panies is likely to be signed .this 
year. 

Turkey's exports to Eastern 
Europe rose to $1.1 billion in 
1989 from $830.8 million a year 
ago, while i mpo r ts went up to 
$1.6 bfition last year from $12 
bflfioo in 1968. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, March 27, 1990 
Central 


UA dollar 
found Surfing 
Pe ataefaem arfc 
Swire true 


Bmj M ftcacfc franc 1 16.4 117.1 

ktoq tun l a p ucac yea (for 100) 427-2 429.8 

iSJfi 1G93? *** 8""“ 330-5 

WO iSl Swedish crown 108.7 109.4 

iu a a fufisn in (for 100) S3J 53.6 

Belgian true (for 10) 188.2 1903 


LONDON 

EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nridaesaoa 

on tire London foreign exchange and bnlhon markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.6165/75 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1765/75 

Canadian dollar 


1.7118/25 

Dentschemarks 


1.9255/65 

Dutch guilders 


1.5210/20 

Swiss francs 


35.38/43 

Belgian francs 


5.7575J7625 

French francs 


1257/1258 

Italian lire 


156.95/157.05 

- Japanese yen 


6. 1635/85 

Swedish crowns 


6.6015/65 

Norwegian crowns 


6.5220/70 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

368.50/369.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


TOKYO — Share prices dosed mixed after a day of relatively 
active and volatile trading. Tbe key 225-share Nikkei Index eased - 
14.53 points or 0.05 per cent to 32,825.96 after surging 1,46833 
Monday. 

SYDNEY — Share prices rallied off finer lows in a fternoo n 
trading as tbe gold price rebounded slightly from an overnight 
plunge and demand for leading industrial stocks picked up. The 
AH Ordinaries Index ended 8.6 points lower at 1,553-5. 


HONG KONG — Sha re price s dosed earicr after trading nanowiy 
on a lack of further incentives to push the market higher. The 
Hang Seng fen 3.17 to 3,010.85. 

SINGAPORE — The market dosed on a mixed note after 
selective buying alternated with light and scattered profit-taking, 
though the Strait Times Industrial Index closed at a record high of 
1,607.12, up 3.04, surpassing tbe previous best of 1,604.06 set 
Monday. 

BOMBAY — Closed for a Hindu festival. Trading resumes on 
Wednesday. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended lower in cautious market with 
prices pre ssur ed by profit-taking and concern over unrest in tfae ; 
Soviet Union. 


ZURICH — Unrest in fite Soviet Union and pressure from sfightiy 
higher interest rate* kept trading lethargic and Swiss shares dosed 
more than one per cent lower. The all-share SPI Index feH 11.7 
points to 1,066.6, a new low for the year. 

PARIS — Profit-taking poshed french share prices lower in a 
largely cpsot rarkCL TTk CA&40 liuk i 18-20 points downi 
at 1,945.96. 


“Satisfactory e co n omic ties 
with* tiie Soviet Union started 
with a natural gas link to Ttokey 
and improved by short-term com- 
modity sales indndmg cons um er 
goods,” said Tayfun Beyazit, 
assistant general manager of the 
private Yapi Krecfi Bank. 


Yapi Kredi Bank and Gnmti 
Bank opened representative 
offices in Moscow fast year and 
three other Turkish banks plan to 
do the same, bankers said. 

Industry sources said Ttariririi 
construction firms last year 


undertook eight pro j ects,- indud- 
ing three hospitals and two 
hotels, worth $371.6 million in 
the Soviet Union. 

“Trade betw e en Turkey and 
Eastern Europe mainly ce n tres 
on the Soviet Union. It may be 
early to reach high trade vobzmes 
with the others as their trade 
systems are not well-organised 
and they stzQ cany a credit risk,” 
Beyazit added. 

The Soviet Unkm is Turkey's 
largest Eastern Europe trade 
partner .with $12 bflfion of bi- 
lateral trade in 1989. Romania 
follows with $290.5 million and 
Poland with $169.5 mflfioo. 

“Eastern Europe should be ex- 
amined in two different categor- 
ies. The Soviet Uuaon, Hungary, 
Qwcftoriovakfa, Poland and East 
Germany are in the first group 
and Bulgaria and Romania in the 
second,” a senior gover nm ent 
official told Reuters. 


U.S. deficit may worsen 


WASHINGTON (AF) — Tbe. 
U.S. foreign trade deficit is not 
expected to improve in the next 
two years to the extent that it did 
in the past two and it could get 
worse, the Bush a dminis tr ati on 
said Monday. 

The administration said that 
achieving additional reductions in 
.America's trade imbalance would 
depend on a variety of factors — 
from the growth rate in foreign 
countries to tbe value of the 
dollar on foreign currency mar- 
kets. 

Given the forecasting uncer- 
tainties, the a dmi n i str a tion said it 
could not rule out . the possibility 
that the trade deficit wifi actually 
worsen in the next two years, ft 
(fid not forecast an actual deficit 
figure. 

The administra tion said it was 
possible that farther pr og res s will 
be made in reducing tbe gap 
between exports and imports, but 
it said any imp rov em ents would 
be at a slower pace than in 1988 
and 1989, two years when rapid 
growth in export sales helped to 
boost the country's economic for- 
tnnes. 

. The merchandise trade imba- 


lance deefined to $109 billion in 
1989, its low es t level dace 1984,. 
‘after hitting an aff-timo high of 
$152 bflfioo in 1987. But many 
private economists are warning 


that the deficit will begin rising 
again tins year, reflecting slower 
growth in U.S. export sales. 

The adm i nistra tion's assess- 
ment was included in its pntmri 
trade projection report to Con- 
gress which a required under the 
1988 trade law. 

Meanwhile, despite pre s s ur e 
from the Bush administration to 
tower in te r e st rates, the Federal 
Reserve (Fed) is not fikdy to 
bodge from its current fight- 
money stance when policymakers 
meet tins week, priva te analysts 
said Monday. 

This forecast, if it turns out to 
be right, would mean that a varie- 
ty of business and cons um er in- 
terest rates will stay about wh ere 
they are over the next couple of 
months. 

■ Fed policymakers wiB c on vene 
behind dosed doors Wednesday 
to review current economic de- 


velopments and make dec i sions 
oo what Adjustments are needed 
in mon e t a ry strategy. 
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Algeria opens door 
to foreign investment 


ALGIERS (R) — Socialist-ruled 
Algeria offered foreign investors 
unprecedented freedom Monday 
under a rc v o fo t km aiy finance law 
designed to hdp pull the country 
out of economic crisis. 

The North African state's' 
National Assembly approved the 
draft law on money and credit 
with only minor amendments, a 
journalist from the Algerian news 
agency APS raid. 

Algerian television quoted the 
head o f the parfiazneafs finance 
.oonmnsBon as saying the law 
would “allow the transfer of 
c a pi t a l and its re in ve stm ent.” 

As presented to parliament, 
the law for tbe first time would 
permit foreign h***kr and finance 
institutions to open branches in 
the country, which has generally 
eyed foreign capital with suspi- 
cion since winning independence 
from France in 1962. 

Oil and gas revenues, the nwm 
hard currency earners, plunged in 
the early 1980s, leaving Algeria 
with mounting foreign debt and 
stagnant public sector industries. 

Economy Minister Ghazi 
Hedood said it was essential for 


state firms to seek oat foreign 
partners to boost exports. 

The new law puts a powerful 
council of money and cvecfit jm- 
charge of foreign capital move- 
ments and allows cfirect invest- 
ments that create jobs and trans- 
fer technology in sectors not re- 
served for the state. 

Previously, foreign investment- 
was allowed only within the 
framework of joint vent ure s SI 
per cent owned by Algerian state 


Algeria has consistently re- 
fused to reschedule its $24 bflfion 
foreign debt, which is expect e d 
this year to eat up nearly three- 
quarters of its hard currency 
earnings of $10 bflfioo. 

Tbe law provided for the set- 
ting up of the country's first band 
market which would refinance 
public sector debt. 

It also sought to reinf orce tbe 
'powers of the central bank, tradi- 
tionally a tool of the treasury, and 
to promote “the creation of flexi- 
ble new me c hanism s aimed at 
economic recovery,” the par- 
liamentary commission 

chief told television. 


Brazil becomes 
too expensive 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A 
new ec on o mi c plan to. 

wipe out soaring inflation has 
created hardships for those usual- 
ly imm u n e to BraziTs 


woes — expatriates and tourists. 

In the past the dollar was kmg 
in Brazil and those having dollars 
found Brazil to be a shopper’s 
paradise. New economic policies, 
however, have sent the dollar 
plunging. 

Before March 16, tbe dollar 


bought 80 cr uzeiros , but tbe jov- 


lt froze more than 
worth of bank account 
holdings. The cruzeiro is now in 
short supply and the dollar cmly 
buys 35. 


“Brazil has become too expen- 
sive. Ifs a nightmare for tour- 
ists,” said an American pilot with 
American Trans Air. “I was here 
only a few weeks ago but with the. 
dollar so weak now, prices have 
tripled.” 


“The cruzeiro is now the 
strongest currency in the world," 
said Japanese tourist O. Shaman. 
He was staying at Rio’s luxurious 
Copacabaoa Palace Hotel, which 
was offering to cha n ge dollars for 
35 cruzeiros per dollar. 

Oaja Raymond, a tourist from 
West Germany, said he paid 
19,000 auz e iro s a night at the 
Sao Paulo Hilton, which at the 
exchange rate he received was 
equal to $475 at 40 onzieros to 
the dollar. 

“For my first four days in 
Brazil I didn't have any money 
because no one wanted to sell 
cruzeiros,” he said. 

Many tourists are finding Bra- 
zil too expensive to stay. French 
tourists Gerard Mouget and 


Corimie Pasqtner said they may 
cut short their 10-day trip in 
BraztL 

“In France everyone told us 
Brazil was cheap bm we can’t 
afford to buy anything,” said 
Pasquier. 

She said they are forced to eat 
many of their meals in the hotel. 
The Hotel Meridien, because 
many re s taur a n t s wifi not accept 
credit cards. 

Jaqnefise Hoffman, director of 
public relations at tbe Meridien, 
said the hotel does not have 
enough c ruze iros to chang e more 
for its guests. 

With a Dttie effo rt , c ru ze i ros 
can be found, but with variations 
in rates. On the same block three 
exchange houses offered rates 
varying from 35 to 45 cruzeiros. 
A taxi rfriver offered his passen- 
ger 50 cr u ze iro s for each dollar.. 

Those wanting to change other 
currencies may be out of luck as 
most exchange houses are accept- 
ing rally dollars. 

A Belgian photographer firing 
in Brazil said he found no one 
who would ctowigg. the Belgian 
francs be earns. In the end he 
went to Paraguay to change 
money, he said. Foreigners who 
live in Brazil and earn dollars also 
face hard times. 

“I art my spending right off,” 
said Australian Wflfiam Frogjey, 
who has lived in Brazil for 17 
years. “Until the dollar goes up I 
won’t spend any money,” he said. 

Con Steen, a Canadian firing 
in Brazil for five years, receives 
Ms safety in a tt aau os. Bat he arid 
be always converts prices into 
dollips to see whether an item is 
ex pen si v e or not. “No ev er y thin g 
is expe nsiv e,” be said. 


Japan seen unable 
to stop falling yen 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's financial 
authorities, once viewed as near 
God-like in their ability to man- 
age economic affairs, may have to 
watch helplessly as the country's 
currency foils farther in coming 
months. 

Foreign exchange traders here 
say that after years of confidence 
in the yen, Japanese institutional 
investors are turning against the 
c ur rency and increasing U.S. dol- 
lar buying. 

“Tbe basic trend is dow n w ar d 
for tbe yen,” said Masafunri 
Koyama, chief corporate trader 
at the Bank of Tokyo. “Tbe 
whole image of Japan is 
shrinking.” 

The yen dosed at 156.96 to the 
dollar on Tuesday in Tokyo. 

Koyama and other deafen say 
although a short technical oorreo- 
tion is likely, the yen should fas 
to around 160 to the dollar by the 
end of next month. From there, 
many say tbe yen is beaded to 165 
fay the beginning of summer. 

“Japanese investors are totally 
bfdfisb cm the dollar right now,” 
said Ichiro Heeds in the corporate 
sate department at Goldman 
Sachs (Japan). 

Tbe Bank of Japan (BOJ) has 
at te mp ted to defend the yen by 
selling dollars but has stretched 
its foreign reserves by unloading 
an estimated $12 bfifion so far this 
year. 

Dealers estimate the reserves 
now total about $70 bflfion, Jeav- 
the c e n tr a l bank about $10 
to use in market interven- 
tion before reserves are so low 
ministr y of fmanrr officials 
pr es su re tbe bank into changing 
strategies. 

“If the BOJ oses ihatSlO hfl- 
fion now, they will have nothing 


left to even smooth the dollar’s 
grins in the future,” said one City 
Bank dealer. 

Even , 4 he once all -p o werfu l 

miwktfy joj fiwainw fa utrn pjfl fiftjj 

to make sense of the yea’s weak- 


When asked at a press confer- 
ence Tuesday for Ms view of the 
c ur r en c y market. Finance Minis- 
ter Ryutaro Hashimoto said: “I 
have a headache ” 

The yen, which has fallen more 
than eight per cent against the 
dollar tins month alone, could 
move still lower on strong 
Japanese fife ms gr an ce c o m pany 
buying of two-year and four-year 
notes at die U.S. Treasury’s sales 
tins week. 


More yen could be sold fra 
dollars early next month when 
Japanese linns pot' their invest- 
ment strategies in foil gear after 
tear fiscal year-end book closings 
on March 31. 

Currency dealers Marne the 
yen’s problems to a large extent 
on the way Japanese authorities 

have numag pri SOUM C U mar kets, 

as well as on recent sharp drops in 
the Tokyo stock market. 

Earlier this week, a dis- 
appointed foreign exchange mar- 
ket sold the yen after a meeting 
between Hashimoto and U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady foiled to produce a speci- 
fic, detailed plan fra defending 
foe yen. 

Dealers fear a similar reaction 
after next month's meeting of the 
Group of Seven major industrial 
nations. Many here expect Japan 
to push its financial partners at- 
the meeting to at feast raodnee a 

tough public statement In support 
of foe yen. 


raucAsr ni MMff mam *, tm 

By Thomas S. Ptam. Astrobgar, RgM* Founda tion 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: 22) Mwy fata of tafomtinn cone 


Changes, changes rfbd more 
c ha ng es are foe order of tile day 
and it b up to you to handle them 
fa an imeffigea mann er ro that job 
wont-have se para tion s from fared 

cues or maooatrs - 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Quick action fa seknrartedging' 
aKangei and other rouiwnnira- 
tione to ffX oat can be the beat way 
far yowto iwfa wdBy imaliaitiw 
me of today. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Year mind fa quick ad deft to 
reafise advantage* that coma from 
some money ma t ter which fa the' 
means by which you can make real 

p rogram. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Year idem are easy -gong and 
reasonable and yon can soe with 
dispa t ch bow to pot a new ooane 
fa motion that make your efforts 
more Ii uirf u L 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 


to yaw attention now by which you 
wifi be able to coorid er an im- 
proved set o f cacnp stancei for 
your present pragma. 
-SCORKO*- (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon have Cbn ridcrabte 
mpnoeMwt ( Pi emik y now 


July 21) Yoar best results 
vrifil 


[ foBow getting off atone on 
a confident and talking oat private 
ways and means to enhance your 


LEO; (July 22 to Angnt21) Being 
in tooch with a n um ber of friends 
oatfinfog what you have fa aafad of 
a festive nature can bring them 
closer to yon and abo more enjoy- 
able times, 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think over tow you can get the 
good win of one fa power fay 
stowing your quick mind and 
analytical talent ud yon can furth- 
er your public image. 

LOHtA: (Sep temb er 23 to October 


headway with whatever pranmea 
you have made. 

SAGITTAS2G& (November 22 to 

December 21) Take fane out to 
recapitulate to your awodates ti» 
tfafan you cm do with t hem is 
b an norioBi acconl that wi 8 make 
yotar d reams come tree. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You face to know all 
faction of whatever demasdi year 
,Wfwvw at yoar esaal ocaqnoa 
and this is the day when they are 
obvious, ere' be nffird by you. 

AQOAKKB: (Jaaoacy 21 to Ffebra- 
ary 19) By considering more close- 
ly what any dose co m p an ion s de- 
sire from their association with 

you. you wS be able to pfease and 

make stronger affics. 

PISCES: (F eb r uar y 20 to March 
20) Thfa fa the moment: wh e n it fa 
necess ar y you (fates carefully to 
what any member erf yoar family 
has to say as it can indicate ways to 
bare a greater acconf at home. 

Today's chtid; ff yoar chBd were 
born today he or she will be a- 
fasematfag youngster who win be 
delighted befag at tbe centre of any 
aoctf acrrice organisation that ca- 
ten to those who me unf ort un ate 
or in a ” i " i;r - : where 

some phase of hm aan t aria a hdp- 
hdnern to otfaem, fa an fatepal port 
of the doty mid obligation. 
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THE Daily Crossword „ 


S an m t K. Hi pw r 


ACROSS 
1 fag eat . 

5 Paaca Corps 
contemporary 
10 Genesis name 

14 Ellipse 

15 Oak starter 

16 Hawkeys 
State 

17 Watched 
expectantly 

20 AteUer Item 

21 Sate pftrsae 

22 Aviate 

23 Costa — 

26 Cut 

28 John — 
Passes 
31 Reveal 
33 Shadowed 

37 Fitting 

38 Bits of news 

40 Part of TLC 

41 Comes late 
for a dale 

45 Zone 
40 Can. river 

47 Aunt Sp. 

48 Hit hard 



51 UrglngS 
Affirmative 


52 

53 Gams the pink 
slip to 

55 Frost work 
57 Demure 


C1M0 Tribune WMaSantMi.t'f- 1 
jamrfa n i M — a 

Yesterday's Pnzzfa Solved: 

' B Consecrate “ 


10 Islet 

11 Take off 

12 Deserter's 


60 Wading bird 
!ntf of 


62 Kind of beam 
66 Watch the 
dock 

70 Dies — 

71 "The bombs 
bursting 

72 Director Kazan 

73 Wine 

74 Argument 

75 Co), bldg. 


DOWN 

1 Prod' 

2 Eye part 

3 Cartography 
products 

4 Modify 

5 Ctlbitm 

6 Diamonds 

7 Bean 

8 Curl 


13 ~ Magdalene 

18 Becuses 

19 Govt org. 

24 Roman 
statesman 

25 we alW’ 

27 Early Briton 

28 Senegal city 

29 P a va ro tti 
milieu 

30 Immerse 
32 Corundum 

34 Secular body 

35 Ford or Pyle 

38 Fr. painter 

39 Win ah games 

42 Parent 

43 — Domini 

44 Reflexive 
pronoun 

49 Leave stage 

50 Rubbish 


nnnrr nnnnn onnn 
nnnri nnranra nnnn 
nnnn nnnnjmnnnrcni 
nnn nnnn nnfininn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnmnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


54 A Keaton 
58 Coupled 

57 Omit 

58 Laander’s kwe 
50 Calendar or 

fiscal 

61 Beat It! 

63 Farm btdkflng 


64 Middle East 
chieftain 
85 Paper 
measure 
87 Favorite 

68 Partner of 
caboodle 

69 Sp. gold 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 
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*He tells me what to do, but first 
I tell him what to tell me.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|e by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lettertoeach square, to form IJ 
four orfanary words. 


ZYZUF 


□ 

T" 

i: 




NAUHM 



□ 



LAVOA/V 


^ — i — 



DOSPYR 


HXE 




ftowanapgo the circled letter* to 
form th e surprise a ns wer , as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's 


lAn av rer g tomorrow) ~ 

Jwfatea; DIRTY QUEER VELUm SEXTON 
'1 Answer, Why his conscience was chan— 

HE NEVER USED ft 
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eWorld opinion 
split on 
^ halves vs, 

^ quarters 
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ZURICH (AP) — The revohi- 
tionwy proposal to spfit a soccer 
match into quartets instead of 
fcatas has so far only succeeded 
m sphering opinion in the world. 

World Cup nations only agree* 
on one thing — the plan w31 not 
be in place for the 1994 edition in 
the United states when an in- 
crease in breaks could mean mil- 
lions of dollars more in advertis- 
ing revenue. 

Out of die bine last month, 
FIFA President Joao Havdange 
called for 25-mnmte quarters in- 
stead of the traditional 45-minute 
halves to create a bigger financial 
bonanza at the world’s biggest 
sporting event 

Initial shock has made way for 
more cont emp lative reaction as 
even some opponents erf the idea 
say it is worth studying. 

Havelange’s proposal files in 
the face of soccer’s hallowed prin- 
ciple of conservatism in rules and 
regulations, and shook the guar- 
dians of that tradition. 

Northern Ireland.* Harry 
Cavan, an elder FIFA statesman 
and chairman of the technical 
committee, found the idea so 
outlandish that he was not terr- 
ibly sure Havelange made the 
Suggestion. 

“Dr.' Havdange should know it 
is a law of the game that is 
extremely difficult to change, n he 
said at a FIFA World Cop prepa- 
ratory meeting last weekend. 

“Fbr trim, soccer rules dating 
back a century do not budge for 
financial considerations.” 

Soviet coach Valery Loba- 
nowski agreed. “Havelange 
thought a bit too much about TV 
companies and advertising ” he 
said. “You just cannot destroy 
die rules of the game,” he said. 

Bobby Robson, the coach of 
. Eqgbmd, the cradle of tire game, 
also said it would be breaking 
with great tradition. “The current 
rules are good principles.” 

“Two times 45 """»*** has 
existed for. a century. Yon don’t 
need to dance this,” said West* 
Germany’s coach Franz Becken- 
bauer. 



Maradona in action 


Maradona ready for World Cup 


ARGENTINE captain Diego 
Maradona, an inspirational figure 
in Napoli's 3-1 defeat of Inven- 
tus, declared afterwards he was 
fitter and better pre pa red for this 
year's World Cup finals -than in 
Mexico four years ago. 

Scorning critics who say his 
days of footballing genius are 
over, Maradona said: “Do you 
want to know -the ■ truth? I'm 
better than in 1986. 

“My weight's better, my 
health’s better, not to mention 
my will to play. If 1 need to spell 
it out. I'm aiming to have another 
great World Cup.” 

Maradona’s two goals Sunday 
were eloquent testimony to his 
dahrw tht he hH rad M awerwH hh 
did touch and sharpness — his 
second Was a perfectly flighted 
free-kick from five metres outside 
the penalty area. 

Now his desire to lead Argenti- 
na to a second successive World 
Cup crown appears to be rekin- 
dled. 

“To have a great World Gup, I 
need first to have a great end to 
tiie championship,” he said. 

Napoli still trail Italian leagne 
leaders AC Milan by a point and 
the European champions look to 
have overcome their recent loss 
of form. After trailing to an early 


goal Sunday, Milan brushed aside 
Ldcce 2-1. 

Their rally was due largely to 
captam Franco Barcsi’s first goal 
of the season Which levelled the 
scores by halftime. 

“We heard in the interval that 
Napoli were ahead of Juve. Like a 
Spring h triggered off inside ns 
the wffl to beat Lecce,” Baresi 
said afterwards. 

Dutch striker Marco Van Bas- 
ten, who scored his 19th league 
goal and the winner 12 minutes 
into the second half, said Mian 
had found their touch again. 

“While we don’t expect Napoli 
to give up the fight, we are once 
again the Milan of the good 
tones... sharp, dedicated, ready 
to strike. We’ve got oveT our 
tiredness.” 

Italian fam were treated to a 
goal feast Sunday with 35 in nine 
games — a tally bust equalled May 
22, 1960. 

Internazkmale and Roma led 
the way with wins of 7-2 and 5-2 
over Atalanta and Verona re- 
spectively. 

It was still short of the all-time 
record of 42 goals in the 1930-31 

cham p ion ships. 


In West Germany, however, 
only f 1 goals were scored in trine 
games — the lowest number in 
Bundeshga history. 

That only added to the misery 
of fans who fear more of their 
leading players will be beading 
smith, lured by the riches of the 
Italian league. 

Five of Franz Beckenbauer’s 
World Cup tine-up already play 
in Italy and Bayern Munich’s 
Stefan Renter and Cologne’s 
Thomas Haessler hear the Ita- 
lians' shopping list. 

Despite a goalless draw at 
Bochum, European Cup semi- 
finalists Bayern Munich stretched 
their lead to three points at the 
top after Eintracht Frankfurt lost 
3-0 to Bayer Leverkusen. 

Goals were also the main fbens 
of the Spanish league where 
cfaamphms-elect Real Madrid took 
a decisive step towards breaking 
Barcelona’s goalscoring record 
with a 5-2 win against Tenerife. 

Real, nine points ahead of 
second-placed Atletico Madrid 
and Valencia, need six more 
goals from seven games to equal 
tins league record of 96 set in 
1959. 
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GO REN BRIDGE 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Bath vulnerable, as South you 
bold;. 

*A19 OAKJI052 06 *0974 
Parmer opens the bidding with one 
club. What do you respond? 

A.— This hand meets both criteria 
for a jump shift: a self-sustaining 
suit of its own, and a fit for part- 
ner's suit. So even though the high- 
card count is only 14, we would 
jump to two hearts. 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ Q753 SQ865 0QJ62 *7 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 O Pan 

1 NT Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A.— Although textbooks proclaim 
that you need 25-26 points to make 
game ax uo trump, most forget to 
mention one added provision: both 
hands have to have a fair share of 
high cards. When the points are dis- 
tributed 19-20 and 7, high cards 
store are not enough, especially 
when there is no fit. Pass. 

Q 3— Neither vulnerable, as South 
yoa-hokt 

•AK73 ^J97 OJS73 *92 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A.— The trouble with responding 
one spade is you wfll be in an awk- 
ward position should partner rebid 
one no trump or two dubs-^two 
hearts is an underbid and three 
hearts a i&tinct stretch. You can 


avoid that problem by raising to two 
hearts innnediatdy. 

Q .4— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*8 7K4 $96542 *19765 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What action do you take? 
A.— It is quite likely that you have a 
better spot, but how do you propose 
gening there? Even if you play one 
no trump as forcing, that action is 
fraught with danger. Since you do 
not have the values for an immedi- 
ate response, pass. 

QJ — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hod: 

»J2 9Q764 0K932 *A107 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A. — Don’t bypass a four-card ma- 
jor in favor of raising partner’s mi- 
nor, especially these days when 
partner might be bidding a three- 
card suit. Respond one heart. 

Q.6 — -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*87632 QAXJ54 08 *63 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A.— With two four-card suits, you 
respond as cheaply as possible to 
partner’s minor-suit opening bid. 
With two five-card suits, however, 
bid the higher-ranking first, regard- 
less of suit quality. Therefore, bid 
one spade. 


Argentina attempts 
to end goal famine 


GLASGOW (R) — Argentina, 
until time r unning out before the 
World Cap in June, are anxiously 
hoping they can solve their goals- 
coring problems in Wednesday's 
friendly against Scotland. 

The world champions, who 
have not scored in their last eight 
matches stretching bade to July, 
will he withonot their mspiration- 
al Captain Diego Maradona who 
is fidfilling an advertising contract 
in Japan. 

Although a 0-0 draw with 
World Cop hosts Italy in Sardinia 
in December was seen as a good 
result, manager Carlos Bflardo 
recognises his ride need to find 
their scoring touch against Scot- 
land. 

“This game is vitally important 
to ns. We are always under press- 
ure as world champions and there 
is so little time left before the 
World Cnp. Every game is signifi- 
cant,” he sakL 

Bilardo, who managed the 
victorious side in Mexico four 
years ago, is punting his hopes on 
new wing sensation Claudio 
Camggia, a ligh tning fast striker 
and tbe man who scored Argenti- 
na’s last interna ti onal goal — in 
the South American Cham- 
pionship nine months ago. 

Camggia, 23, has scored five 
goals for Argentina and is return- 
ing to top form for Atalanta after 
a mixed first season in Italian 
football with Verona clouded by 


a broken leg that put him out for 
four months. 

Scotland manager Andy Rox- 
burgh, also seeking a reliable 
source of goals, continues to ex- 
periment with his line-up and is 
giving several uncapped players 
an opportunity to stake a World 
Cop place. 

His successful striking part- 
nership of Glasgow Rangers pair 
. Ally McCoist and Mo Johnston, 
who have suffered a loss of form 
recently, are dropped to the sub- 
stitutes’ bench to make way for 
Alan Mclnally and debutant 
Robert Fleck. 

Fleck has scored 12 times for 
Norwich in the English first Di- 
virion this season, while Mclnally 
has scored nine goals for West 
German league leaders Bayern 
Munich. 

“I have no compunction about 
Starting both of them,” said Rox- 
burgh. 

“I would certainly rather do it 
now than against Costa Rica in 
our opening World Cup game. 
We need to know what thdy can 
do long before then. 

“This match and next month’s 
game against East Germany are 
all about teaming.” 

Alex McLeish takes over the 
captaincy with Roy Aitken also 
relega t ed to the bench, while 
•Everton midfielder Stuart McCall 
and Hearts defender Craig Levein 
make their debuts. 


Spain faces Austrian fire 
in World Gup warm-up 


MALAGA, SPAIN (R) — Pro- 
lific Austrian strikers An ton Poin- 
ter and Gerhard Rodax will test 
Spam’s defence in a soccer friend- 
ly between two World Cup final- 
ists Wednesda y . 

Pokier has plenty of experi- 
ence of football in Spain as Sevil- 
la's leading marksma n, while 
Rodax has attracted the interest 
of several Spanish dubs. 

Roxax netted a hat-trick in 
Adnrira Wacker’s 5-1 destruction 
of Vienna last weekend to streng- 
then his position as top scorer in 
the Australian league this season 
with 32 goals. 

Struggling First Division Cdta 
Vigo made a bid for him last 
week and press reports have said 
Atletico Madrid and Barcelona 


are also interested. 

Pokter has caused Spanish dub 
defences a lot of probelms this 
season and his current tally of 27 
goals is bettered only by the 33 
amassed by Real Madrid’s Mex- 
ican star Hugo Sanchez. 

Spanish team chief Luis Suarez 
is well aware of the perils posed 
by Austria. “Their play is based 
on a good defence with two very 
dangerous points, one of which is 
Pokter,” h e said. “And they are 
very dangerous on the counter- 
attack.” 

Austria have been badly bit by 
the absence of offensive 
midifelder Andreas Herzog, who 
sustained an injury last weekend 
and was ruled out of the Spain 
match. 


"This has been a hard blow to 
die squad and I shall have to 
rethink my tactics,” Austrian 
team chief Josef Hkkersberger 
said. 

Andreas Reisujger stands in for 
Herzog, while sweeper Ernst 
Aigncr may be dropped after a 
poor game last weekend. 

Hidcersbeiger will probably 
organise his defence round 
Robert Ped, whom he rates as 
.Austria's- best defender. 

The absence of Luis Mnia from 
tbe Spanish squad has prompted 
the Spanish press to speculate 
that the Barcelona midfielder 
may have lost his World Cup 
place. 

A more likely explanation is 


that Milla, who played in Spain's 
last three internationals, is unfi t 
after missing recent Barcelona 
games over a pay dispute with 
coach Johan Cruyff. 

Suarez rejeced press specula- 
tion about Milla, “the fact (hat 
he's not playing momentarily 
does not mean he’s excluded,” he 


Sevilla midfielder Rafa Paz re- 
places Valencia’s Fernando 
Gomez who plays for Spam’s 
under-21 team against Italy 
Thursday. 

Suarez has also called up 
Valencia defender Quique San- 
chez and recalled Gijon goal- 
keeper Juan Ablanedo to the 
squad as back-up for first choice 
Andoni Zubizarreta. 


‘Frenchie’ faces 1 st big test 


DEAUVILLE (R) — The great 
white hope of French boxing. 
Christophe Tiozzo, faces his mo- 
ment of truth Friday when he 
fights for a world title for the first 
time. 

Despite an immaculate 25-0 
record and a recent listing in the 
World Boxing Council rankings 
as official challenger for Sugar 
Ray Leonard’s world super-mid- 
dleweight title, Tiozzo still feels 
that American fight circles regard 
him merely as “a smart little 
Frenchie.” 

Standing between him and the 
chance to earn die respect of the 
Ixuring fraternity is South Korea’s 
Baek In-Chul, holder of the 
World Boxing Association’s su- 
per-middleweight title. 

Tiozzo is oozing with confi- 
dence at the thought of Friday's 
fight in Lyon before rabid home 
fans who see in the 26-year-old 
the potential champion they have 


been waiting and hoping for. 

“I know I will probably not be 
able to stop him in the first few 
rounds,” Tiozzo said after a spar- 
ring session in the chic Normandy 
seaside resort of Deauville where 
he has set up his training head- 
quarters. 

“I am fit enough to outpoint 
him but I think I can win the fight 
inside the distance, by the sixth or . 
eighth rounds, maybe even be- 
fore that. 

“He is a dangerous fighter, 
with an impressive record (46 
wins to two defeats with 42 victor- 
ies inside the distance) but I know 
I can beat him.'’ 

If he can fulfil his own expecta- 
tions Friday, Tiozzo will take a 
step towards the big time, though 
he is aware there would still be a 
long way to go. 

“I would love to fight some- 
body like (Panama’s Roberto) 
Duran,” he said. “But people 


like (top promoter) Bob Arum 
hardly know who I am. They 
know Tiozzo is a smart little 
Frenchie but that’s about it. 

“What I’ve got to do now is 
fight American boxers in the Un- 
ited States to get famous over 
there. We will need the backing 
of an American sponsor.” 

Tiozzo found his own way of 
sampling the fight scene on the 
other side of the Atlantic by 
spending six weeks in Miami for 
some strenuous workouts for his 
bout with Baek before heading 
for Deauville. 

Tbe highly popular Tiozzo, 
who always finds time for fans 
and the media, has been able to 
train in relaxed surroundings in 
Normandy. “I love it here. Ev- 
erybody is so nice to me," he 
said. “I like to feel on holiday 
when I'm training.” 

He stopped American Frank 
Minton in eight rounds in 


Deauville last July and would also 
like to have staged his world title 
fight in the resort’s casino.. But 
its 500-seat capacity ruled it out 
as absurdly small for France’s 
fight of the year. 

Instead, around 10,000 Tiozzo 
fans will pack Lyon’s Palais Des 
Sports in the expectation of toast- 
ing a new French world cham- 
pion. 

The devaluation of world titles, 
now that 68 are available in the 
different weights of the four in- 
ternational governing bodies, will 
not lessen the celebrations should 
their pan win. 

Nor will it detract from an 
eventual victory in Hozzo’s own 
mind. “It’s a pity (there are so 
many titles) but there’s not much 
I can do about it,” he said. 
“Some guys don’t deserve their 
world titles but I know I will 
deserve mine. I will prove it.” 


Hi-tech media is off limits for soccer 


ZURICH (AP) — High tec- 
ihnology is well on its. way to 
exposing even die tiniest re- 
fereeing errors at the World 
Cup, and the ruling body of 
world soccer is not amused. 

A demonstration of compu- 
te technology at a Fifth con-' 
gross last weekend -^showed 
that refereeing nightmares like 
narrow off-side rulings and 
goalline disputes can be 
judged up to a dozen cen- 
timetres, and Italian Rai tele- 
vision plans to provide viewers 
with plenty of examples during 
the month-long t ourn ament. 

That displeases FIFA, which 
already sees fear of faflurc and 
emotional pressures building 
further on its lonesome re- 
ferees. Blatant bungling 
against a team exposed by 
scientific mean« might set off a 
riot 

You cannot heat up tbe 
atmosphere against the re- 
feree, said FIFA general 


secretary Joseph Blatter. 
World Cup organisers have 
already barred the use of video 
replays on the stadium screens 
to protect its referees from the 
pent-np anger from the 
crowds. 

Soccer "has'* always ‘ shield 
away from using videotape in a 
match to check decisions and is 
so conservative in its rules and 
regulations it does not even 
want to use electronic timing. 

The computerised telebeam 
system seems light years ahead 
of soccer rules. 

In turns a simple television 
picture into computer 
graphics, then zips to an ideal 
perspective on a play and 
zooms in to pinpoint with mi- 
nute precision whether a ball 
crossed the line or whether an 
attacker was standing level 
with a defender or centimetres 
behind him in an off-side dis- 
pute. 

It can also simulate the vi- 


sion of a striker, showing from 
his viewpoint how he received 
a pass, ran on goal and shot 
out of reach of the goalie. 

Jaws of jaded journalists 
dropped to the floor during the 
demonstration, but World Cup 
referees might be agape with 
embarrassment while f-fans 
clench their teeth in frustra- 
tion. 

The telebeam pictures 
would be broadcast after the 
match for analysis purposes 
and might show the result of a 
match to be plain wrong. 

We would like it not to be 
used but we cannot see bow it 
can be done, said Blatter. He 
said be would discuss the issue 
with Rai, the Italian network 
responsible for the interna- 
tional television pictures. 

Tbe potential for con- 
troversy is there. 

At the 1966 World Cup fin- 
als, Englands Geoff Horst 
scored the winning shot in the 


final against West Germany 
when a blistering drive 
richocetted off the bar and — 
seemingly for the linesman — 
into the goal. But afterwards 
photos showed die ball never 
crossed the goalHne. 

With stuff like this we might 
have to play that final again, 
said Englands coach Bobby* 
Robson, who was also im- 
pressed with die telebeam per- 
formance. 

Rai has used the system on a 
smaller scale over the past few 
yean, and there has yet to be a 
violent crowd reactions to a 
bad call, even when a referee 
was proven wrong. 

There have been no prob- 
lems so far, admitted blatter. 
Only discussions. 

Television has never been 
used to judge a match, but has 
played a role in disciplinary 
sentencing for incidents that 
escaped the attention of the 
referee. 


Butcher triumphs again in great race 


NEW YORK (AP) — For 11 
days, Susan Butcher fought her 
way through Alaska’s deepest 
snow in a quarter century, bat- 
tling .te mp erat u res that dropped 
to 40 below cekhis at night and 
winds that ripped through tbe 
mountains and over the frozen 
Bering sea at 160 kmph. 

Three of her 14 veteran sled 
dogs had to be sent home, injured 

or in, and sign of half-starved 
moose dotted the 1 , 863 -kilometre 
iditarod trail from Anchorage to 
Nome. 


For a record-tying fourth time. 
Butcher won the iditarod trail 
sled dog race, which commemo- 
rates the historic 1925 relay of 
dipthcria serum to the dying gold 
miners of Nome. 

“I do love it,” she said, “the 
dogs, the wilderness, the lifes- 
tyle.’’ 

Butcher broke her 1987 record 
time by more than 10 minutes 
when she finished March 14 in 11 
days, 1 hour, 53 minutes and 23 
seconds, averaging more than 241 - 
kilometres and less than an hours 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

invites prospective parents and students to an 

OPEN DAY 


Sunday April 1st, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

There will be opportunity to find out about the school, see 
its facilities and visit classes. 


sleep each day. 

“Physically, you’re working 
very hard, in extreme tempera- 
tures and deprived of sleep,” 
Butcher said. “Yes, l think this 
could be the most demanding 
event in sports. 

“Perhaps more than any other 
travail, sleep deprivation poses 
the gravest danger to musbers. 

You don’t even realise whafs 
happening to you until someone 
else sees yon,” she said. “Or, 
when yon reach one of the check- 


PASSPORT 

LOST 


Nurui Hoque - Amman. 
Bangladeshi nationality 
have lost my passport No: 
F. 043587. 

If any body found pis. 

call-tel: 656700 


points, and they tell you that the 
last racer came through at 11 
o’clock. Then, you try to figure 
out how far behind you are.” 
Even those simple things be- 
come terrible math problems, 
and a few hours later, yon can’t 
even remember when you came 
in, she said, I’ve learned to cope 
with it, and I'm able to figure out 
strategical problems when others 
often make disastrous mistakes. 



MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT A SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
in Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdourr and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Esttrfe 
Tel: 685342. 810605 
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Violence jolts S. Africa’s 
delicate peace process 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Bloodshed in the black township 
of Sebokeng clouded South Afri- 
ca's delicate peace process, with 
some anti-apartheid campaigners 
sa ying Tuesday the killings 
undermined President F.W. de 
Klerk's promises of reform. 

The Vaal Civic Association, an 
anti-apartheid group that repre- 
sents residents of nine townships 
south of Johannesburg including 
Sebokeng, said between 13 and 
17 people were killed and 280 
wounded, 30 seriously, when 
police fired on thousands of 
peaceful black demonstrators 
Monday. 

Police said five people were 
killed and 130 injured when offic- 
ers opened fire in self-defence on 
50,000 militant blacks armed with 
an assortment of sticks and 
stones, bottles and iron pipes who 
attacked officers and went on a 
looting spree. 

Sebokeng’s hospital counted 
eight killed in' the dashes. 

Black groups looking forward 
to the start next month of ground- 
breaking talks between De Klerk 
and the main opposition orga- 
nisation, the African National 
Congress (ANC), expressed dis- 
may at the incident. 

“Obviously our reaction is one 
of outrage,** said Murphy 
Morobc, a spokesman for the 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF), a coalition of organisa- 
tions allied to the ANC. 

“Such events do not conform 
to the public pronouncements of 
the white leadership. They proc- 
laim freedom publicly but they 
want to retain the control they 
have always kept through the 


machinery of apartheid,” he said. 

The dvfl rights watchdog orga- 
nisation Detainees Aid Centre 
said its figures for casualties in 
Sebokeng matched those of the 
Vaal Association. 

Spokeswoman Audrey Cole- 
man said the group knew of at 
least 400 blacks killed by police in 
ri fwilar situations involving pofr- 
ticai protest since De Klerk told 
parliament on Feb. 2 he was 
lifting: restrictions on the ANC 
and other opposition groups. 

She said the Incidence of deten- 
tion without trial under the tough 
emergency laws had also risen 
since the turn of the year. 

“We absolutely condemn what 
is happening," Coleman said. 
“This is was a peaceful march by 
people accepting De Klerk at bis 
word that they have a right to 
articulate their grievances. Then 
police opened fire without war- 
ning. Tue people were sitting 
ducks. 

“De Klerk must get his police 
under control.” 

Government officials denied 
police provoked the marchers 
and said officers had been asked 
to act with restraint. 

Reuters correspondent Rich 
Mkbondo reported from 
Sebokeng Tuesday morning that 
the township was tense but quiet 
with most people having retained 
to work. Schools were closed. 

An official of the Vaal Civic 
Association, who preferred for 
his safety not to be identified, 
blamed the police ■ and govern- 
ment for tite ' “massacre" after 
residents had collected to protest 
against high rents and racial seg- 
regation. 


^TORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Poles seek compensation from Germany 


WARSAW (R) — Polish World War n victims protested Tuesday 
against German demands for Poland to renounce claims for war 
reparations and said Germany should pay "dignified and just 
compensation." The association of Poles harmed by the German 
Thud Reich, which is preparing a compensation claim for more 
than a million Poles who did slave labour in Nazi Germany, said 
the German proposals offended international law and morality. 
West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl asked Poland last month to 
confirm a 1956 decision to renounce reparations in exchange for 
formal German confirmation of Poland's borders which include 
pre-war German territories. The Polish government refused to 
link the two issues, ft did not make dear if it would press for 
state- to-state reparations but has said it will support any justified 
claim the association makes. The association made dear it would 
press ahead with its demands. “We continue to conader dignified 
and just compensation for those wronged by the Third Reich as an 
indispensable premise for real Polish-German reconciliation and 
construction of a just moral order in Europe,” it said. 


Angola: U.S. Increasing aid to UNITA 


LISBON (AP) — Angolan military officials have claimed the 
United States is increasing lethal aid to rebels fighting a 15-year 
civil war against the southern African country’s Marxist govern- 
ment, Portugal's News Agency LUSA reported. According to 
army officials cited in a LUSA report Monday from the Angolan 
capital of Luanda, two shiploads of U.S. war material, destined 
for the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) were unloaded early this month at a port in Angola’s 
northern neighbour, Zaire. The report said Angolan secret 
sendee agents claimed the equipment arrived Feb. 27 at the 
Zairean port of Matadi in two freighters. The report said one of 
the ships was Israeli but did not give the nationality of the second. 


China expels 33,400 from party 


PEKING (AP) — China’s Communist Party expelled 33,400 
members in 1989 for offenses such as abuse of power or' 
ideological shortcomings, the official party newspaper said 
Tuesday. “Party inspection offices investigated 197,400 cases of 
discipline violations within the party, and measures were taken 
against 158,800 members," the Peoples Daily said. The 48 
million-member party called for a reappraisal of the credentials of 
all its members following the pro-democracy movement of last 
spring that gained considerable support from party members. 
After the movement was crushed last June, party leaders said 
those who had failed to pass the ideological tests of the 
counter-revolutionary rebellion would face expulsion or other 
disciplinary action. However, the Peoples Daily report did not 
give a breakdown of reasons for the expulsions, and the number 
was not greatly higher than in past years. 


Head of U.S. crime family indicted 


BOSTON (R) — The reputed bead of New England’s biggest 
crime family and 20 other people have been indicted after a 
five-year probe that Attorney General Dick Thornburgh said 
Monday bad plunged “a stake in the heart” of the mafia dan. 
Thornburgh, announcing three indictments containing 113 counts 
against 21 reputed organised crime members, also said law 
enforcement officials bad for the first time secretly recorded an 
induction ceremony into a mafia crime family. Among those 
arrested in Monday-morning sweeps in Rhode Island, Connecti- 
cut, and Massachusetts was Raymond Patriarca Jr, the reputed 
bead of (be Providence, Rhode Island crime family which bears 
his name. 


106 boat people return home 


HONG KONG (AP) — More than 100 Vietnamese flew back to 
their Communist homeland Tuesday in the 15th batch of boat 
people to be voluntarily repatriated from Hong Kong under a 
United Nations-sponsored programme. The 106 who flew tack to 
Hanoi aboard a chartered jet bring the number of Vietnamese 
flown back voluntarily in the past year to 1,582. Another 1,700 
boat people detained in Hong Kong have offered to return under 
the programme, which the Vietnamese government has promised 
to speed up to handle about 1,000 returnees a month by May. 
About 55,000 Vietnamese are being held in prison-like camps in 
this British colony. 
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“The police declared war by 
banning our peaceful march. 
People had no alternative but to 
defy the banning order. Is this the 
kind of new South Africa the 
president is talking about?” the 
official said. 

Senior ANC leaders are due to 
return from exile this week to 
prepare for preliminary talks with 
De Klerk on April 11. 

The success of negotiations 


government to use its security 
forces with restraint as blacks 
exercise new freedoms to express 
grievances. 


Black anti-apartheid leaders 
are searching for ways to control 
mounting faction fighting among 
their own supporters, which also 
menaces progress towards nego- 
tiations. 
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China believed to export 
new ballistic missiles 


Many whites and Macks fear a 
resurgence of the violence that 
raged through townships from 
1983 to 1987. That bloodletting, 
which left at least 3,000 dead ami 
shook South Africa to its founda- 
tions, began in the Vaal triangle, 
the industrial heartland of South 
Africa around Johannesburg. 

In London, veteran ANC 
leader Walter Sisuln said Tuesday 
the latest township violence 
should not threaten talks between 
South Africa's white minori ty 
government and the ANC. 

Asked by Britain's Channel 
Four daily television programme 
whether conflict between security 
forces and demonstrators would 
jeopardise next month's talks, 
Sisuln said by telephone from 
South Africa: "I don't know why 
it would 


Vietnam changed borders, 
annexed lands — Sihanouk 


PEKING (R) — China is be- 
lieved to have begun exporting 
short-range ballistic missiles, 
probably to Iran or Iraq, to raise 
badly needed casta. Westers di- 
plomats said Tuesday. 

Chinese Defence Ministry offi- 
cials told Reuters they were una- 
ware of any missile sales. 

Western military attaches said 
shipments of the snrface-to-sur- 
face missiles were being made 
while Western countries enjoyed 
vastly reduced influence with 
Peking because of a severe strain 
in ties since a bloody army crack- 
down last June. 

U.S. President George Bush 
has said National Security Advis- 
er Brent Scowcroft, on a con- 
troversial visit to Peking last De- 
cember, was given a “very 
sound” pledge that missiles 
would not be sold to the Middle 
East. 

Bnt the U.S. administration 
has not specified what kind of 
missiles were covered by the 


Chinese statement. 

Witnesses saw two convoys car- 
rying 26 missiles as well as laun- 
chers and other accessories mov- 
ing through the outskirts of Pek- 
ing over a three-day period since 
Saturday. 


Trump’s wife seeia 
half his fortune 


The convoys appeared to be 
heading towards the main north 
China port of Tianjin. 

The missiles were believed to 
have been the M1B, which has a 
range of 80 to 120 kilometres and 
is a relatively new addition co 
China’s arsenal, developed within 
the last two years. 

The convoys moved under cov- 
er of darkness with police cars 
leading the way and bringing up 
the rear. Police were stationed 
akmg the route, warning away 
motorists who approached. 

Diplomats in Peking, lacking 
clarification by Washington, have 
assumed that China's pledge not 
to sell missiles to the Middle East 
covered ballistic missiles. 


Another 
Stalin-era 
mass grave 
found in 
Germany 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many said Tuesday it had disco- 
vered what appears to be a 
second secret mass grave of vic- 
tims of Stalin's security police, 
just north of Berlin. 

The East German News Agen- 
cy (ADN) said workers had 
found human remains after ex- 
cavations in woods near the town 
of Oramenburg, not far from a 
Nazi concentration camp which 
was converted into a Stalinist 
internment camp after World 
War D. 


PEKING (AP) — Cambodian 
resistance leader Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk charged Tuesday 
that Vietnam has seized control 
of two Cambodian provinces and 
annexed several islands. 

The most serious threat to the 
survival of Cambodia is the mod- 
ification by Vietnam of the fron- 
tiers of Cambodia, Sihanouk said 
in a news conference. 

Meanwhile, Thafiands army- 
run televirion station reported 
that Vietnam has proposed tint 
Thailand and China join it in 
talks on a settlement of the 11- 
year guerrilla war in Cambodia. 

The Vietnamese government 
made the proposal in talk* in 
Hanoi Monday with Gen. Chava- 
lit Yongcbaiyudh, the first Thai 
army chief to visit Vietnam since 
the U.S. Vietnam War, the tele- 
vision report said late Monday. 

Chavalit, whose delegation in- 
cluded other senior officers as 
well as businessmen, met with 
Prime Minister Do Moot, Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach and 
Defence Minister Gen. Le Due 
Anb. 

Thailand has backed a coalition 
of three guerrilla groups fighting 
the government led by Hun Sen 
that Vietnam installed in Cambo- 
dia after invading the country in 
late 1978. 

On the border question, Siha- 
nouk said Vietnam moved into 
the provinces of Ratanakiri and 
Monulkiri and onto several un- 
identified offshore islands with 
the consent of the Hanoi-backed 
Cambodian government 

He also reiterated charges that 
Vietnamese soldiers remain in 
Cambodia despite Hanoi's much- 
publicised troop pullout last fall, 
and said 1 million Vietnamese 
settlers are in the country, in 


some places making the Cambo- 
dians an ethnic minority. 

Many of the Vietnamese set- 
tiers moved to Cambodia to 
escape fighting daring the Viet- 
nam War. 

Sihanouk, who resigned earlier 
this year as president of the three- 
party resistance coalition, said 
general elections were impossible 
until the Vietnamese settlers 
were removed. 


Fi ghtin g intensifies after 
pact to dismantle contras 


Hun Sens government gave 
them citizenship, but thats not 
acceptable to ns. Hun Sens dect 
stons are iHepd, he said. 

Sihanouk also repeated denials 
that his faction is cooperating 
with the Khmer Rouge faction of 
the coalition. 


The Khmer Rouge killed hun- 
dreds of thousands of people in 
an attempt at a Communist agra- 
rian revolution when it ruled 
Cambodia before Vietnams inva- 
sion in late 1978, and there is 
concern that the group would 
regain power if the Hun Sen 
government is dismantled. 

“I am not pro-Khmer Rouge. I 
am not red, not even pink," 
Sihanouk said. 

He said his forces and die 
Khmer Rouge occupy’ “neigh- 
bouring territories in ramfydfa 
and when we attack the same 
enemy, a common enemy, how 
can we avoid seeing each other?" 

Sihanouk in late February re- 
turned to Cambodia after an 11- 
year exile. At the news confer- 
ence in his Peking residence, he 
handed out a glossy brochure 
showing his quarters in one of 
Cambodia’s liberated zones. 

He returned to Peking this 
month because his mother-in-law 
has been hospitalised in the 
Chinese capital. 


MANAGUA (AP) — Three days 
after the U.S.-backed contras 
signed an agreement to disband 
by mid-April, rebels are stream- 
ing into Nicaragua amid reports 
of intensified fighting. 

International observers and 
witnesses say contra bases across 
the border from Nicaragua in 
Yamafes, Honduras, are almost 
empty. 

They have become ghost 
camps. There's just a few of them 
left there, said one international 
observer who spoke on condition 


Journalists who visited the 
camps last week had similar re- 
ports. 

The contra leader who negoti- 
ated the demobilisation pact, 
Oscar Sovalbarro, said 2,000 re- 
bel fighters have returned since 
the accord was signed Friday. 

The movement of rebel fighters 
into Nicarauga could undermine 
hopes raised by the accord, which 
establishes a demobilisation 
deadline only for the contras is 
Honduras. 

In Miami, the top contra milit- 
ary commander, Israel Galeano, 
insisted the fighters in Nicaragua 
would not disarm until the Sandi- 
nista army does. 

“We are speaking of total de- 
mobilisation — that inndudes 
both ourselves and the Sandinis- 
tas," be said. 

Sandinista leaders have said 
the party wiD not torn over con- 
trol of the army to the new 
government unless the rebels <fis- 


Jessica Tandy, Daniel Day-Lewis win top Oscars 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Eigtaty- 
year-old actress Jessica Tandy 
and comparative British newcom- 
er Daniel Day-Lewis won Holly- 
wood Oscars for best actress and 
actor and Driving Mus Daisy 
drove off with most awards; m 
eluding best picture. 

“You have just provided me 
with the makings of one bell of a 
week-end in Dublin," the nor- 
mally shy Day-Lewis said after 
receiving his Oscar for his role as 
the feisty, crippled Irish writer 
and poet Christy Brown in My 
Left Foot. 

It was a big night for the Irish 
film, which was made indepen- 
dently with none of the big Holly- 
wood promotion. 

Irish actress Brenda Pricker 
won the award for best support- 
ing actress for playing Brown's 
indomitable mother. 

Denzel Washington was named 
best supporting actor for his role 
of a runaway slave who joins the 
first black regiment in the Amer- 
ican civil war in Glory. 

But the betting favourite, Driv- 
ing Miss Daisy, the gentle story of 
the growing friendship between a 
Jewish matron, played by the 
Lon don -born Tandy, and her 
chaufeur, Morgan Freeman, in 
the U.S. south, led the field with 
four awards. 

“I am on cloud nine," Tandy 
said after receiving her goklen 
statuette to a loud ovation from 
the star-packed audience. “I nev- 
er expected I would ever be in 
this position.'' 

The white-haired actress, who 
made her stage debut in 1927, 
seemed overcome with emotion 
for a few moments and clasped 
her bead while her husband and 
stage partner Home Cronyn 
looked on anxiously. 

The actress, still sinn and erect 
with an impoag stage presence, 
became the oldest performer ever 
to win an Oscar. 

George Burns, now 96, was 
also 80, but was seven months 
younger than Tandy when he won 
for Tbe Sunshine Boys. 

Tandy tanked — "that forgot- 
ten man, my Director Brace Be- 
resiora. 



Denzel Wash i ngton 


Jessica Tandy 


Oliver Stone 


Although the film received' 
nine nominations, the Academy 


of Motion Picture Arts and Scien- 
ces, made up of 4,700 film indus- 
try members, failed to nominate 
the Australian Benesford. 

It was a bitter sweet victory for 
Driving Miss Daisy. 

The script was turned down by 
studio after studio and the film 
was finally distributed by Warner 
Brothers only after tbe budget 
had been cut from $12 to $7.5 
mfllkm and tbe stars, including 
Tandy, had agreed to work for 
salaries below their normal 
levels. 

The film has so far taken more 
than $70 mflfion at U.S. box 
offices. 

Oliver Stone, twice wounded 
as an infantry sergeant in Viet- 
nam, won his second Oscar for 
directing a Vietnam war film — 
Born on the Fourth of July.” 

It was file story of ex-marine 
Ron Kovic who came back from 
the war in a wheelchair and be- 
came an anti-war crusader. 

Stone had previously been 
named best director for dire cting 
another Vietnam war film. Pla- 
toon. 

Day-Lewis, who almost gave 
up acting before he was offered 
the role of Christy Brown, said in a 
moving speech before a television 

audience expected to reach a 
biffion people, he had shared 
Brown’s life with a remarkable 
young actor, Hugh O'Connor, 
who played Brown as a boy. 


“When he was alive, he 
(Brown) needed very little en- 
couragement to make has voice 
beard. Now be needs a little more 
encouragement, and I am truly 
grateful to yon,” Lewis, 31, the 
son of the late British poet laure- 
ate C. Day-Lewis, said. 

Brown suffered from cerebral 
palsy and could control only his 
left foot but managed to paint 
and write with the limb. 

Day-Lewis had previously 
played a womanising doctor in 
The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being and a homosexual punk in 
My Beautiful Laundrette. 

Flicker, little known to Amer- 
ican audiences although she is a 
star of a BBC television series, 
Causally, said after receiving the 
award for playing Brown's 
mother: I would like to thank 
Christy Brown for just being 
alive. I would also like to thank 
Mrs. Brown. 

She also happily expressed 
sane disappointment at winning. 

"I had bet a friend $50 Lena 
Ofin would get the award,” she 
told reporters. Olin had been 
Dominated for Enemies, A Love 
Story. 

My Left Foot was tbe first Irish 
film to be nominated for best 
picture. 

Washington, who had been 
nominated once before, for Cry 
Freedom, held his golden statuet- 
te aloft and declared: "Pd like to 


thank the black soldiers who 
helped make this country free.” 
Palling oat bis acceptance 
speech — with an academy rale 
limiting speeches to 45 seconds 
apparently forgotten for most of 
■the night — be added: “Thank 
God I get to use this.'’ 


In an attempt to give tbe show 
an international flavour, Jack 
Lemmon and Soviet actress Nata- 
lya Negoda were seen by satellite 
amounting tbe best foreign lan- 
guage film from Moscow. In a 
swirl round tbe world, stars were 
also seen in London, Sydney and 
Buenos Aires announcing 
awards. 

Italy won the award for best 
foreign-language film for Cinema 
Paradiso, a nostalgic look at the 
1940s through the eyes of a Sici- 
lian cinema projectionist, played 
by Philippe Noiret, and a boy, 
played by Salvatore Casdo. 

The award for best 
documentary went to Common 
Threads: Stories From the Quilt, 
about a quilt which bears tbe 
names of people who had died of 
AIDS. 

Akira Kurosawa, director of 
such classic Japanese films as Ran. 
and Rashomon was given a stand- 
ing ovation when he was pre- 
sented by filmmakers George 
Lucas and Steven Spielberg with 
the academy’s Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award. 


Stone, in a sombre mood, gave — 

the acafiemy his deepest thanks — 

for, he said, acknowledging the Global 
Vietnam war was not over. 

“Vietnam is a state of mind WOduMBT 
that continues all over the world ( . , , 

for as long as man in his quest for (PDdJOr WOilQ CltlGS) 
power interferes in tile affairs of 


other men," he said. 

■ He thanked a smiling Kovic, 
who wrote the screenplay adapta- 
tion with him, for "his largeness 
of heart.” 


amt max. 
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Driving Miss Daisy picked up 
its third and fourth awards when 
playrwright Alfred Uhiy, who 
wrote tbe stage plasay,won the 
award for best screenplay adapta- 
tion and the film also won the 
best makeup prize. 

Tandy and Morgan Freeman, 
who played Miss Daisy’s chauf- 
feur and had been a favourite to 
win tbe best actor award, had also 
both appeared in the play on 
broadway. 

Glory won two-more prizes 
when British cameraman Freddie 
Frauds won the award for bat 
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tbe award for best sound. 


AMSTERDAM- -01 30 11 52 Cfeer 

ATHENS » 50 24 75 Ctaudy 

BAHRAIN 18 H K 75 CbW 

BANGKOK Z7 81 34 S3 Cbtf 

BUBMOSAfflES 11 51 20 68 Ctaudy 

CAIRO 14 57 » 79 Ctaer 

CHICAGO -01 31 04 40 Ctaudy 

COPENHAGEN -01 80 OB 48 Ctov 

HWKRJBT- 01 34 09 48 Cloudy 

GENEVA 03 97 08 46 Ctaor 

HONGKONG- 19 68 21 70 Clew 

ISTANBUL 10 50 20 86 Qav 

LONDON 05 41 10 50 Ctaudy 

LOGANGELES 12 54 22 71 Cloudy 

MADRID 04 39 20 68CIW 

MECCA—, — SO 68 29 84 Cloudy 

MONTREAL— -09 18 08 46 Ctou* 

MOSCOW. 00 32 10 SO Cloudy 

NEWDBHI 14 57 27 81 Ctaudy 

NEW YORK 02 36 43 66 Ctoar 

mns as 41 09 48 Ctaudy 

ROME 10 50 16 61 Afti 

SYDNEY : to 68 26 7B Ctaar 

TOKYO—. OS 41 14 67 On 

VIENNA 05 41 11 Be Ctaudy 
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N£W YORK (R) — Ba&sahe 
Donald Tramp's wife Ivana has 
aslted a court to declare ber emi- 
tted to half of the realHestak 
developer’s estimated SS btSca 
fortune, but said she did noiwam 
a d i v o rc e even though be bad 
abandoned and humiliated her. 
In tbe first fegai papers to be fied 


m the he adaae -makmg aaribd 
battle of tbe Tramps, Mrs. Tramp 
asked tbe New York State Sup- 
feme Court to declare isva&f •*** 


1967 that says she was only enti- 
tled to $10 nnllton in c an and 


arm. The Defence Ministry says 
there have been at least two 
dashes between the army and the 
contras since Friday in which 16 
people died. 

The ministry also said about 
100 contras seized a track Sunday 
night, robbed the passengers of 
cash and jewellery and made the 
owner pay $500 to get the vehicle 
back. 

Tbe incidents reportedly occur- 
red near the provincial capital of 
Jinotega, 160 kilometres north- 
east of Managua in northern 
Nicaragua on the Honduran 
border. 

International observers say 
there appears to be a split among 
tbe contras over the pact. Both 
Sovalbarro and Galeano denied 
any rift. 

“At the moment we are a very 
solid organisation. We mutually 
support each other, 1 * Galeano in- 
sisted. 

Solvabarro and a spokesman 
for Galeano, Alejandro Acev- 
deo, denied that there had been 
an increase in fighting and said 
the Samfonstas were lying about 
the incidents. 

“We think the Sandinistas are 
disguising themselves and staging 
attacks Co discredit as,” Acevedo 
said. 

The demobilisation agreement 
signed Friday in the Honduran 
capital of Tegucigalpa between 
representatives of the rebels and 
of tbe incoming government of 
the United National Opposition 
Alliance; or UNO, calls for an 
immediate ceasefire. 


prop e r t y worth about $10mdSo&. 
A 24-page complaint was feed 
with New York State Supreme 
Court against Tramp,, whose 
marital problems have been the 
talk of New York for the past 
month. In it, Mrs. Tramp alleged 
that rathe last three yeas of Sbeir 
marriage, Donald Tnnnpvcrbafly 
abused and humiliated her so 
force her to submit to has dew 
mauds. She says he abandoned 
her on Feb. 21. Trump has bees 
finked with actress Marla Maples 
but has not sought divorce ee 
separation from tns wife. He and 
glamorous Czechoslovak -boro 
Ivana enjoy celebrity status in 
New York. Mrs. Tramp's lawyer 
Michael Kennedy total a sew# 
conference that the complaint is 
not asking for an actual monetary 
award, bm rather the right to bsii 
of Tramp’s assets by the invalida- 
tion of the nuptial agr eemen t. 
Donald Trump's lawyer. Jay 
Goldberg, said the tejpd actios 
was foil of holes sad would not 
stand up in any court o taw. 
Goldberg added that Mis. Tramp 
knew exactly what she is doing 
when she signed the 1SS7 agree- 
ment. 


Japanese surrender 
again In Iwo Jims j 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese forces 
an tbe island of I wo Jim, scene 
of a bloody World War H battle, 
were defeated again this week — 
but by the sun rather than enemy 
warships, aircraft and marines. 
Japan's Defence Agency said 
Tuesday it had begun evacuating 
half tbe 300 navy and air force 
p ersonnel stationed on the deso- 
late island because its rainwater 
reservoir bad dropped to a critical 
level. If no rain fell by the end of 
toe month, afl but about 7S would 
leave, a spokesman, said. The 
wartime battle for Iwo Jima, a ' 
volcanic island about 1,300 
kilometres south of Tokyo, begaj 
on Feb. 19, 1945 when 
Marines landed by sea. Almost 
aD of the Japanese garrison of 
23,000 and about 7.000 U.S. 
marines were killed in the fight- . 
mg which raged for about a 
month.. 


Car thieves caught 
by using car phone 


SYDNEY (R) — An Austrafian 
man, waking up on Monday night 
to hear fos sports car being 
stole n, helped police catch the 
three thieves by ringing them on 
his car phone. "They were a bit 
dopey," said Richard Lassen, 37, 
of Sydney. ‘‘During our conversa- 
tion one of them said his mure 
was Steve and I beard the other 
guy use his real name.” “It took a 
while before they realised I own- 


ed the car. When they did thsjr 
must have tried to hang op," re 
told reporters Tuesday. Tbe 
thieves put the phone back in its 
ho l d e r thinking that would cut 
Lassen off . But he could still hear 
them talking and tbe car going 
round sharp corners and braking 
hard. He guessed winds stusob 
they were in, stopped tbe call and 

rang the police. Police gave chase 
and arrested the three when tbe 
car crashed over an embankment 


Texas candidate 

in i controversy 

over rape ‘joke' 


HOUSTON (R) _ A Ret* 
candidate for toe Texa 
enior*s race has come vs 
ston n of protest after jt 
°°wpanag bad weather tc 
saying "if it’s inevitable, j 

jfx “K* “W it." Clayto 

nams made the remark 
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fife 26 , 000-acre (1,( 
anefa in west Tex 
weekend. When qn 
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campaign, initially d 
“jwt a joke” that w, 
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